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Jyotirgamaya: A commemorative Souvenir published
on the occasion of Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of
Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati-16
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RAJ BHAVAN
GUWAHATI

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi

- 2d to know that Arya Vidyapeeth College is celebrating

. iuv _.iee Year of its existence and synchronising with the occasion

© wosunemorative souvenir is being released at the Diamond Jubilee
cicsing ceremony on September 21, 2018,

I am happy that Arya Vidyapeeth College in the last 60 years has
been spreading the seeds of knowledge throughout the state and creating
an intellectually imbued society. I hope in the coming years also the college
continues its hallowed services in enlightening the society.

I convey my best wishes to the entire family of Arya Vidyapeeth
College and the editorial team of the souvenir all success in ‘their
endeavour.

Dated: August 28, 2018 Governor of Assam
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Block-D, 4th Floor,

: Assam Secretariat,
Siddhartha Bhattacharya, ma. s Dispur, Guwahati- 781006,
Cabinet Minister Assam
Department of Education Tel No.:0361-2237267
Guwahati Development Department et E-mail.:siddharthabhatta@gmail.com
Department of Law & Justice ministeredu26@gmail.com

Government of Assam

ﬂessage

It gives me immense pleasure to know that one of the leading institutions of
higher education of the city, Arya Vidyapeeth College, has completed 60 years of its
glorious existence this year and is celebrating the closing ceremony of the Diamond
Jubilee year on 21* September, 2018. It is also a matter of happiness that the college
is going to bring out a Souvenir to commemorate the celebration.

At this moment of celebration, I would like to congratulate the entire family
of the college and hope that the college will continue its journey towards excellence.
1 also wish the editorial team of the Souvenir for a beautiful publication ahead, that
will not only reflect on the eventful history of the college but also dwell upon a variety
of other subjects.

I extend mry best wishes for a successful celebration of the closing ceremony
of the Diamond Jubilee of the college.

o0l

(Siddhartha Bhattacharya)



Dr. Mridul Hazarika

Vice Chancellor
Phone : +91-361-2570412 (O); 2570408 (R)
Fax ; +91-361-2675515

E-mail ID : vc€gauhati.ac.in
hazarika50@gmail . com

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Arya Vid: =
College, Guwahati is going to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee on con: t:
of its glorious sixty years.

It is praiseworthy that as a part of Diamond Jubilee celebratic::,
the organl‘zing committee has decided to publish a “Souvenir”. | hope the
distinguished writers of this Souvenir will enrich the knowledge pool of the
college, which 1 hope will bring about positive impact in our society.

~ Publications are lifeline for an institution. Contributors to the souvenir,
I am sure, have made a good exercise to uphold the values of the college
through their creativity.

I wish all success in their mission and hope the ‘Souvenir' will be
an asset of Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati.

U

Date : 05.09.2018 ( Mridul Hazarika )

ioi Nagar,  Phone : 03612570412 Web : www.gauhati.acin
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MESSAGE

It is 2 momentous occasion, when someone having a foresight of a different kind, start a very
imnortant task, that of spreading education, to improve life of people around him, a primary
) Tae all round development of any society. We are here today to celebrate the Diamond
©' “The Arya Vidyapeeth” and remember Aryapita, Giridhar Sarma Deyv, a visionary
“o~ce, who not only overcome the constraints in initiating the task of spreading

u! levels, and, also ensured its steady progress.

wwurly sixty years, we are here to reminisce the epic effort made by Sarma
th imparting education to a small group of young people that finally led to the
 we know now as the “Arya Vidyapeeth”. Thanks to his effort and also of
= acipated in this task in those early days, the Vidyapeeth is one of the better
~ad _mic institutions in Assam, that provides education in many areas of Science &
i zutties and pursues development of academic culture of high distinction.

“Arya Vidyapeeth” has made steady progress and continues to spread its wings to include
new areas of contemporary interest. Support received from various sources should enhance
the facilities for pursuing both basic and applied research in specific fields of interest. The
belief of Giridhar Sarmadev that education for all is essential for the healthy growth and
advancement of any society should be the guiding spirit for the “Arya Vidyapeeth".

With very best wishes to all associated with Arya Vidyapeeth,

Ji Nath Goswami
Physical Research Laboratory
Ahmedabad
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Editor's Note

India has a glorious tradition of higher education from the ancient times. Nalanda, Takshashila, Vikramshila and Vallabhi we!
some of the well-known universities of ancient India and they occupy a special place in the history of higher education in tF
country, which stretches over more than 2000 years. These venerable institutions, some of which were the oldest ones in tf
world attracted scholars from several parts of the world, particularly China and Central Asia. The first three modern universitié
were established in British India in 1857 in Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. It was 30 years later that the fourth University ¢
Allahabad- was established. Nearly three decades later the fifth and the sixth, the University of Mysore and the Banaras Hinc
University, opened their doors. The growth of university education in British India was exceedingly slow. By 1947, i.e., 90 yeal
after the first three universities had been set up, the number of universities had increased to barely twenty and they had less tha
200,000 students. Apart from the slow pace, the spread of higher education during the colonial period was very uneve
geographically.
After Independence India started almost from the scratch. It was realised that university education was essential for a cultur.
resurgence as well as for meeting the scientific, technical and other man power requirements of the newly indenendent natiof
The massive expansion during the post-Independence period was unavoidable because access to highe: =du: ation had be€
restricted to a select few in the pre-Independence period. Independence brought with it a huge rise in the sec  id« nand for hight
education. At this critical juncture, when the country was trying to grapple with this demand for highereducz  n, -yaVidyapee!

was born in 1958 to fill that void in an erstwhile backward locality of Guwahati, namely, Sarabbhatti.

Today, Arya Vidyapeeth College has completed its sixty glorious years of existence and stands tall. Ther ¢ aoments in i
when 'we look before and after, and pine for what is not'. The Diamond Jubilee Celebration of Arya Vidyapee: ¢ :geisonesut
moment. The institution came into being as a dream child of Pandit Giridhar Sarma. Giridhar Sarma was ¢ r ally a dreamé
who dreamt of an integrated Centre of learning in Humanities, Science and Commerce from the School to th: Jo: -graduate lev
under one Management Commitee. Pandit Sarma was a man of vigorous industry, exceptional organising ability and keen fa
sightedness. As we celebrate this proud moment, we should constantly be reminded of the ideals of Giridhar Sarma and what
means to be an Aryan. We need to reiterate here that Arya stands for a person who sticks to his/her legitimate duty by practisir
what he/she should do and by abstaining from what he/she should not do.

Many people have generously supported me in completing this Souvenir. | recount all the help | have received with deep gratitud
thoughitis notan easy task to translate the appreciations into a neat list of acknowledgements.

Foremost, | owe a special thanks to Dr. Pradip Kumar Bhattacharyya, Principal, Arya Vidyapeeth College and Dr. Rahul
Mazumdar, Secretary, Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee for reposing faith in me for the task of bringing out
commemorative Souvenirin connection with the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the College.

Thanks are due to Dr.Joykanta Sarma for his guidance and insightful suggestions at various stages of the work which helpe
immensely in shaping this Souvenir.

| would like to thank all the authors from the bottom of my heart for their valuable contributions. | am deeply grateful to Arinda
Borkotoky for being so magnanimous in allowing us to reprint the special interview with the living legend, Nilamani Phukon.
| shall be failing my duty if | don't thank my student friends Bitupon Borah, Himangshu Kalita and Kalyan Jyoti Das for their hel
whenever called for.
This Souvenir volume is a result of collective team work. It would have been impossible for me without the lending hands of n
editorial team. | cannot thank them enough. | shall also remain ever grateful to Dr. Arcchana Puzari and Dr. Gitanjali Hazarika §
their invaluable help and support at critical moments. | would also like to acknowledge the management and workers of Uniqt
Press for their exceptional professionalism who have spared no pain in printing the Souvenirin time '
Lastly, | would like to fondly remember the great souls who have contributed in various ways to make Arya Vidyapeeth College
throbbing centre of excellence.
Jyotirgamaya is dedicated to all the well-wishers of Arya Vidyapeeth College and those devoted to teaching-learning process
remove darkness fromsociety.

: '. Long Live Arya Vidyapeeth.

Birenchi Kumar Pegu
Editor, Jyotirgamaya
Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Arya Vidyapeeth College
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GNRC

Qualitys Value « Trust

Freedom from pain,
for a better tomorrow

with GNRC.

For treating appendicitis
Open appendectomy
starting at

< 27,000/-*

For Gallbladder
stone surgeries
Laparoscopic
cholecystectomy
starting at

T 34,000/-"

For treating appendicitis
Laparoscopic appendectony
starting at

< 31,000/-*

For Hernia Surgery
Hernloplasty
{MESH charge extra)
starting at

< 33,000/-*

A

For Gallbladder
stone surgeries
Open
cholecystectomy
starting at

< 32,000/-"

For the freedom to
walk again
Total Knee Replacement
Surgery [TKR) starting at

< 95,000/-*

For a healthy heart
Bypats surgery
starting at

< 100,000/-"

Co|| 18003450022 to 1c1|k to us.

. gnrche

iy gnrchi




This Bank is by the People...... Of the People......

For the People of Assam...... For All the Banking Nee=

Expeditious Fund Transfer facility througs
RTGS / NEFT.

Bank has introduced ATM < iy

All Branches of the Bank GBS fol B

H Locker facllity also availa:

/i

70 YEARS OF ITS SERVIC
one  TOTHE PEOPLE OF ASSA

Account
with Multi
\ Benefits
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=, The Assam Co-Operative Apex Bank L
K& ; H.0.: Panbazar, Guwahati: Tel : (0361) 2545092 12515013 (O) Fax : 25«
w’; e www.apexbankassam.cQ

e-mail: mdo@apexbankassam.com. Webstt
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First year Intermediate classes were started in
Arya Vidyapeeth College in both Day and Night shift
from the session 1958-59. There were 25 students

in the Day shift and 95 in the Night shift




: BIFOIT (O fasey AT
([ A a
-9; YZEARO:F T;Iué @ SIRGT GIEE]

GO FoFfToT |

Wﬁﬁwwzmwwmwﬁawsﬁs%m%

OIS H9S M8e ool dfee -MfTe 2 aft SF Frw |

B



DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION “,

w1 vt #ie s fRvteTe
Zar AT @3 3ot Tesd

o T fRleh o

s fawrtonts srRifdvreTae 1@t AR iR @RE P 292 w2 =iE) FarE
o] 4eorS FHARCE W Faire (iR AR g <R 11k Y sRares
¢ifd | efaace o Rpiens wzifviere gd) Farm 2foem @ 9o RRER 3w
we%ﬂrmmmwﬁ?—l—mﬁmm@uﬁwm|mﬁ?
T wE Rwpiete SRifivee =@l Fare SfifEst 2 4R IERES 28R
Ffaferal e SIS T TR F90 (I 2[99a] 3ol Sg|HEFpREe
JE N SR |
ZIfAM1eTEE el ras! 9 fefaveTae Sy ScasE ArEs e tafe 3
BT | S5b8 B9 So fErrRIS SR S4F & O3 fire 2 Famriezg ue
Szl 3@ | 2R afsvies Surw Sifere v *sitee 2fowt S
“Hf3FE! Wifer G5! B | TeI-oiwes 4R SRed Sy e Ya-=al
SIS AN ST2 RIS =it T Siifee aot Sieifagri ks |
T SR 51 916 Wi 2AfEF ANACE! SIS TBFI I IR 25,50, 5 518 BIf¥
Tog e Sl SgeT SonR ARMerE TRIFGETT TG SHETTO
BAlarE eif oo SR Zoie SRIeR a2 I3 | A SRES BGI@rS
el AL 4fF S gl A 92! (IR e | GIRAIE RS e
Rt izl s 4fS W19 i (R (o RGP SSEs Sf[ee | g @
I 1] 915 (12 ANTS Best Graduate (2%e ICSfO7 7=, BifF, 9 =ifw Gaiz
o7 TR T4 02w | RS ofem 95 S el 2l ofe (2fze (5% A2
e s ezl 3R TR e IFRE 2di FalFaETs Gk SHEte
ffeet | ©o7a %6 S SPTY W29 < 99 GBI bifReitE ﬁﬁammﬁsﬁi@
FRPICBICS S-SR 10 @3 1= ek o C=feet | ffom srfat A pRet
G2 QAN &S Sraa 4 I 7 Prparesn 23| CTEACZ AR ! o
WIS R Fg fPrEs Sovs b 5o fSro5a Sif e aiiew S Sy
B4l FAAPR SERIFAE SIta Srald 41 t2feet | RarR et oo
c2fe, awwﬁm@ﬁ@ﬁmwwmw




cent | [ of | st a | k05

@™ a1 Svl-aal TR | AN
SIfRM @B MR TE-AM [l
R T 2feE | SRS SEEl
SEHIEIE FNHCS BAl it Okl
IR 11 123 HCPIRA S1TS TR
ek @dq fAE 21 Ssra B
e fRge siseist 311 28 o
e (Deep tubewell) EETIEY
running water< IIZ T W |
fof 7233 itz widie sk 3 at
HEET A o s 2ifS fofH
IRFY YR PR SAIFEES AT
e 2y R qzww fears
REimarTe [Ege (Azd, ANE
G TS 92152, AR g
fRfeE | 2w SRS TS _iE
S T, 5z T4 i A= T
sfafee | 2oy waiFar=
SR 8¢ Teta I T | S
sifzwt A e At @t @9 iR
AACS @99 FREAN  ZETIAC0!
fld = =W | G=HE Sq Tl
SR S AT TERE E
FZMOGE o] g Sfowelsjf
wiffg SEEE 229 R =i
(ZCTAS A SDI#iE Sk Zpiest
PSR FI-434T o[ ==
QAP APFACA TS Al
3 [Heene 71efR oire e 1 2319
S Se.50.55v4 bAw EIY
RSt SiEgif#t Fige! oy 15t
A2 ~E] wfiEe Zeie
G ARTCA #H PRISF a1z
 IE

e @11 cs“rﬁ“r AW T F
FEIFIEACSR, RAAITS 242 75

419 A7 o wfEez | e =oie
«afr ZIeEeTe «ft goat 9o 5% |
So50 BF Y JETES OifFrd ©fF
IR =1 BT @IS e
AT TR Toare A «ifs
9B | (TS I AL (R[0T
2 fofiszg s\ @i sfifEws
e | QAP SHFS S
wifes | AR AR Bral
IRl Al wFFEe wifes
2/fSq%aq 2 TEEAS ©F (51ER!
{1 ormas #iieH e ifaez |
TS| FICE S55d HS &)
e wifeel © Aat #fos
ABMe SEiEES Kl FreR
82e FCA | IR IS Ao
(s Sfifwal Rps wifza
favat wifes | (98 Grreiez Hroasa
IE 93 QAT S
f2pitel Tiao! (2 AifF it 02 |
Hfoat azmes fFeT SARF 37
T I foifeee aiEme
TfReE, 92 HAOh I%9 (IR AE
sy Ao | IR @ e
Tfowe! 2 Szt [T el
G AP G RS TS AL 02
T By Tmm, By s O
G A SRS GINIE |
AN SE-ABHC 8 FZFH
RofEte dres wdifEFs Seet
BIEAACE B DG IR TR S b Y
(sfoare +#zfRz |
RAIRIPE A FOINE G
LB %A & FRifare! fafees 1”
PGHIGRIES BRI R i SRCIEIC
@ ARG AP ([ G@RER

IR o SfeerEe witE

AR | T FF TR

[ 2 ey T T S ST R

>fafee | 397 Mo IR
(5C53 <BICHT  AMIE
AAf3f%e | RaFad IE
AAS SR Weg
FIreTeCe ©OZl (A I
AT I FIATFEI =
SGIZOCE ©IeT FEOAI]
PGS AP TEEDI=
OO AT Sodd T =
foige =@l @iy ZRe 9
o g w41 26 | GRS

@Y v T ZETROR B
Afafea | AP SRE
AZOE PEGIE RG]
Ae B ¢ 4R I/E
fafeE 1B = m O e

ST, AR a?ﬂf@l!f“\’f
SV % SIS S (38 DI
#5113 7 O <R iz
PP (ARSIa 7, §
8 #5192l SieS) ifee |2
Ole T oo FE TSl
E2 IO U e G (IR T
@ﬁaﬂ\mﬁ@@bt
TR SegF @ o ==
FIFETS  05.05.5558
Afoal Ao @2 2
Sl 2q9 2[4 SRR
i ABMGS 24l TS| I
SELRE (G RUBRRARGIGHE
Fensim weifere el
41 | VoG] C@aﬁcﬂm |
(RTINS (NP 5
wifee] qrAlE w9l | O
i 7oy (SfoHl S 4E
AB TP A
mmt amw@ ¥4 =




ﬁ

—

9157-1'1 AET RRAGIE (96
sm (RAEIR WA (N I |
PEF FAFETS (RICBAT FAOINI
f.r'l%rb?!ﬁ SERFVRA O (2= |
0G4 o1 3 wiifee | (969
3 PFS ol (@ g
FfFarTe axfee 43" fome
IS xifawrEas 2
eisE wRe I fasieR
recarEE 2o Fge

THTETS Mol I
SITEIRIE L
JETAICE  CRITe]
-G ARTR
e G A 5
A a8 RLRE

(@IFFE (AR FTAY SIS
051 FiREal oifRE | AREANo!
ZIfEeT SRR S4E ©
ST 5 =S (M (9€] SIS
Ifos WM FREE | FARESI00!
ifee] SRR TSI &
SIH! | ABMOE (SrAed ={[2-
) ST PICHINGID S 1) G R S0
FOAE FAR@IeE Ao
T37a9Ie1 ©afe Ay <9
BRSPS T A1 e |

GEMEE W Aot Fiferit
"R IreE foRae S
TR ~1=S 3G | o151 S
e &t ¢fieTt =2 TSR
129 B4 05.0.R009 DBHAY|
(e] Ta® AN I Ta F39
<1d Hffes Wit Sfe Ferein
2 3 25 | (12 TS 13
i |6 O D R R s
BBO (TR FIIY TEH19 HeAf
1219 (0 IR A |

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b,

2<f{eT! AT TS (DTS
Q@ PIPEd did Colour TV W%
JCID A (ARIR FR4F TR0
Inverter< % <41 [C GRS
@RFARSY IS svrear I
CFE S TS FR |
Q€Y FAUCS TZI AT TeEaq
FME NAAC team SIf2fZE =N
@R sl sfafest | s
it T2RWE 'B”  Grade
AR THS (e | (RIEeT
CSfST First Class (I 2@ 72271
b-S0 TNl AMF2| AICENE
AL FF (DR HAAE
T 5T | %14 IS AR TCEA
«{ife IEB A |

300¢ 5I® JFe! Afial =z
Gauhati University'® e f2oiel
SviE 91 R ISR  fFg
o BT IF 3.5 5.300¢ ST
AT BN SIS v
A SIS FJ | AR
PANAARTS (Il SRR T2S-
QARPE G2 g A
ga PR wig &3 a e (2fee |

271 #{12 200 54 ¢ () ©If¥r
w2 (Fell AzF) o Rgeis
TRIfRIEE B@ IR SR
25107 FRITSE 229 SR | 2009
59 8 W6T UR NRIRMITTS FFS
e waife et @emiE
Rzt T8 Swgs va
AN TAFIES 2 93
Ra IR SgiEEs e vty
&40 A 20l |

VOB BA! S bS] PG
Wiy (N T s

75 | IS N 2% A3

ey @3 7 21 9fwe
AT =31 5199 @bq© 32 fHapom
IERICIRAEE AR PR ACIE IO REY
TIE QAT PG S
ERIRARTeT | (iR IS 93
@A fTote I @ A4
FeTq SR FNO I8 4&FS A8
5% F9I2fRrE | ©FS 4399 Gifer,
coltetel i SIS A, FAME
I (iret Irete e wffee |
(RRIAIZCOE T2 4399 Faiore iy
it G SemR fafzd =i
Hiafe FEfATs 24Tt Fifb 41 ©te
A2f%F | (72 FANITI T SR
ATSITGH] QA Gl €54S Bt
10 4 O [ 3 O S O B 1
wifes | (72 FIed HEes
S g 2l w7 20t w2
e oy 9 I SR |
Ayfos w1z s 5% [Rpfe 12
=tsl el o o ikt | o
ST GO1 &Y I 2 e Fhl
=1cal Rl 1912 eriaice 3% 4
77 TERE IS @AA!T A
FAGIR (Pl I8 523 |
SR e fPeea FEoEt
B N AT SO AR A
gF foaeore wift ©F IR @
FHRIREAE 43" ST [
e 2y [Res k. 31t
Qa1 A ¢ 51 ha Alee] i
TR FROFECe2. T2 S
e SRwEER FrEeepe
GG 2 A AT SR i
qemsﬁﬁwwﬁw




B i sl al oy

ATS JF 4311 A F I
BEiEasTe  efeal (qaAnTE
hRfes o waEfe el
Ao 2GR TOFZE  Visiting
room-% SR (AR FIZ FECE |
32 Farewell dl Freshers W{éﬂ:@
TECe 2N [ernst el [l
e MR e i e
fFoie @ 7jage 3R Toifze w4«
2 FRRE |G =91 7T
ool @B AR AR — @2
AECATCE  (RIFEAIR ©F TS
Competition S8 T & S« FeI09
PaifaE {5 o 2 ol
e O (TRe FFER e
sfesniae afa warte WRe Y
gEfMe ZTEl | FAATe  (NF
TGRS SINE RIBAL 11
AFST OIFPUICE W00 BAY
R IS S (@RE RS
e TS WEre! W2 GBI
ToTS 009 BAF 29[ 00> BT
feo9w B.A. Pass ¥ @@
AT FHAR SR | T2 ©FF TG
AR Rk | [fon o2 o
foq o e wz fonema e
@A, AG-CARS, BulaR—
B S B (i 0 IO R ) B B [ [N
@ CRITTAI FATH IIAEES Sio-
Siel Ce, SR R e e
2ifSS1 2IF*F 0ot s ATISHITS!
S T MYAR o wes
S ﬁﬁ%@ FIE| IR TS

OO TIANA 2 | CPICAT 44
ST o R Al 23S
S IFR AR Jei 927 [
5 3 312 Il W (ot wo
I SRS o 723 I =
P | (TR FABIS AT
efoe (I A ®a oiF FEW
SR | COCEFT ©iF-(h], H2-
TS 312 YL 2T FRECE (52
Sfafee |

SN (RICBE (R AR Ca
W2 QTS SiifRee | NCc,
NSS qMe FAGEE!, IR,
qeRE, AfGs T i
EIRAARFOT SOt A,
foarza  dfstafe— Frarez
I RG] ST Sfsi 517 | 2619
A ST S =TS i<t wAfe
g’ P N (OETEND
fog fRem a1y afser [Fome
L AT | Gl SBleTs Sifexie
90 SRR (@ ReeRes fPefuat
SRS AP CTH W
(RITBEH T&! (RIS
IR Tev IREE | (OEET
TA— AR @91, et «3 s,
gl W, delget  @fes,
i 7E, S G— 52
COCTARPY T A I
SR, PiRed €2 ERIEs =t
(T 1S FBCEI ST e A4
FA|

2 Trife Wi oy R
AFOIIIZAS SIexieize SfRe | (2
o a1 fof51 team PR
NSS= TERYNS| COSETT AN
TrEr i 202 PR —

00Y HHO— HANS G?ﬁ
‘*2'4571' Gttﬂ‘ ﬁm 3R o,

004 be— HAFRT &
Mroiga! &, il T
e A1, IR SR, O W2
(O2G| =I

00y BAS — AT (=
FEa 1A S, Tl (IRTF, =
99 |

00D BIT— D (WF 9<=
(3], 00% BdS Adventu

expedition in Uttarkashi-® &=
RI&! ARl @9, FEmio €
ROl GPRE qriferg =
shaiz wifife 1o Re
Affr= =R T 5 fafez B

L‘]\aﬁfﬁ reco DA ﬁ
R ife |

A47fd @R T (T
infrastructure ¢ < 4l ?iﬁim:?
~ifes afme G Tosfd @ |

ANOH Ao S =
3G (SBR[
S e BfRa {9 |
TeTo8 Ol 2Abi-gal F9
agw 7 weifse 2ot R
J#fen wife =1, =R HE
R Feae ey wfFeR
HZ WK A= 5ifh cofEl | =
AP for TRRieHae 3
I TR o= 1 Feifee 2
- (R (qFRFCE AN
C (&I O CACHN S (<

RIAZIAIHTAF AW 3
(OIS AT Y,
I AR wifzm P, 8
TR Sl Sreeely sfeid
F G2 (F35! T2 (OGS
gfoel [T poI® 3y (Cli
Point) SI¥ €4 Proper Plat
TS o RS el ¢




ﬁ—

—

J W2 dfeate oy Rupistie
RROETR @ees b 7w
A RIERPT Wi R
AN =51S STOITATSTONR T |
2 AR WA wifR Wiy e
Wlﬁf THE I SR | N
NE A|l GErES-SgiEEE
1 © I9T JITS ¢ IREE
T 4l 2 | 'ﬁfm’—«m s fof
iR
e e ivaes o fare W
: : °---<-“<’ A
sz sfel
WS ©ifd
5 08.05.2011
AT ST
599 vy TVT

i<l TrRifES AR |
friers graE-Ree s
TE (esl RS 2[FIO[
il feoieel Fafe i |
[ASICE e P EIGIIRCT 6= R DTRG0
T O B PICI i - G S R
e, W R FeEreR
rosief Caflet | <9 24 99001 «1t]
7% 3% B (B0 Hr([ER[o 34
| el TZER <[ w/Wo!

ru:'{ff_ | rlJ“'E ‘:’ f

N

SIS

G SRIGRI—
O 1T =3 —
oAt AroF—
© ISl (A q—
FefieT =rsff—

©* il 2412 —
© WoAIa] (8—
©: el iz s—
I its—

R0 (G R R

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION “

AR 1 2 S A (A1 (2P PG -G I S8 I 2417 |
ARG [FoI#7 A NS Jfa AR | AN A TR 2@t
fRarE Rt aega R R S v-a v R oLl FRd S
T |

ATTF SRIF | S D12 e 5 ST (QeBae Safes w2 HE
s PRy |

P! G.B. Rcso]utionmﬁ 0&.)Q.Q0>B@Iﬁtﬁﬂ3ﬁﬁ CRE
9] QGNP SR Wi 71 190 T4 | fge 34.0%.3054 wifdrd
TG SISl graliE-Rem [Fosr s Sger T 5t 2
TSR 229 TR (NI Sl e | (21 52 TR 1 e[S 4o
o A |

(RICBES 2b{eTS [MAsaat 14 CoAfRe I (g T 2 2ibei SRz
(RICETE ¥[G4 =9t 77 AR IS2 IUE | @F— Study hourS
mobile phone submit FAF 73T | RGP @3 7% CIRISERNCRT IS
(RITZER 2T #AREE SiF (2R | SPH > ¢Ol Ja S SRR HL2A
3 02 A>T 24 | 9O TN T4 mess (R 16 5eT121%eT, S hostel
staff~4 511 | AfSH repairing FIN-FITA FITS IHINIS B! 94 basin—<
797 4l 2 | AR TR WS [T S F9-(RAIE GG Si3He
hostel-s function (BRI 2 wifeeT| T8 ISA=T SFHFD! Farewell
program internal T P& (AR SN (2 WO QA NI (R 0o
AT A M 50 | R - =G IHHCE (IR 27-28 October, 2017
IR TEIRWEE '\SH%_ National Seminar €399 Cultural nght‘@'
A TR T T Yo A0 T (= |

wmﬁﬁﬁmnﬁwﬁﬁwﬁﬂ?ﬂam@mw
SR (611w FEZ), T S% CEArEd A FIe] 5 202
1T SRR | SE FAR] TIRIA STOHR] TeIR0R] AN S S
e Tl BRI =i Safs vl Agfa sRa 3o |

2 AR 9 SREFI 2131 SR He] S FAGR P Olferet
G« s 2Er SR —

QY. 50,5308 - 3@.50.5314
4.50.55b9 - QW.55.5885
SO.0.58985 - 05.05.588s
05.05.989> - QY. 0L.3003
0).03.3009 - Q. D5.R00¢
09.0Z.00Y - Ob.0¢.0%5
RD.0E.ROLDD - 09, 5.305Y
0@.5A0ODY - R9.0:.2059
R94.0.:059




':r... WW—" Sors8 3000
R GHEAAH— Y58 5558
©. PTH— SHU8
8. EENI— Sob8 SabY
¢. AWM IFT— S8 SHbY
b, FIAUEFH— Sy '

q, e FerTel — SobY Se52
| TIE— SO0\ 003
>, SIgE AR I— S5ba SHRD
S0, O] AFH— Sob8 3003
5. e AGTTE— S5u8

SR, SR A —

S0, HFG SlEIIET— Y000~

58, W FIFfo—

s . fmfers Srefim—

S, REAmId—

Sq. SEHI G [H

) TP I WS wafeas |

T SR At sifEte 1)




- DIAMOND

T (o’ TiF
%P @feaite wieE

5] TN =< YA 20 (B (A RAR | Se!
sl @21 @51 FTe Tl FAR[ta TR SR 9%-
rifeafeTasis (e 72d il s R 3= wfed s |
13-asiEarEl frEs, @, sREie agEe GeaR
T2efE (TS BAZ-CH AT S#Cle FfaceT | (R o'l
e 2Asiet < | g @2 sl s 2 [ReifR eitre
2R W[ e | e 2rece ofd FReEl A |
o2l wifEdE oz (itEE FRRte aifEs o
SOTR! | (5B S IFIAOE G- (2 51 SR | (ot
TV CSTAA 70, (FoTA1 2o Fewa B @[l 211
00 et SRR | ... Ten] A2 YRR (R s e
TSR AR AR | M1 [o1f (HEaz el =g fere
Areid 4fRel | (e oDl Tae Sed, AHE SRATE
oG 3 feire #jfAa Bl R p e |
o3 512 O 9% | AT edt ofRie | g =i
foaa S IR | SEIrEeE b8 IR (2R IR @I
CeT0R 91 | S b be iR (2 (iREE! 4Ls FROR 2 |
QN IR TR ASTS 67 S IR 9F Iy
dforafaere Sxeazdr ffice | faerce @ 19
HfSraifTers wifes i | (Ffoare IE Ak FRoiEe
ifSraifael 2 2R 361 | 2 @RI =g Sors,
IS E SRATSE (@FetS @R G (2 |
DetAre el Zos 5 I IER Sk @2t Aol
el 29 ({2 [H5R FET @2oREINE Al -
Ra 1 b3Lel 512 IEE T A | [FaE! (oSES 3R T3
S} (IR CFIRICBIET 512 Wit | 5% IR #Alal @i 9%
<RI AL PPl 6% HERA T W IeTaIf e, A1

sop, © FrAi 5, v /e gvr G @@ @

—

JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

* S FAR TG

YfgeeeR [RoR-Reasare 2 47Fe 2= 9fF 1 =l
(4570 R | 1 (A 01 T e [ O e [ ST I B 3
AIRRCE 10 | T SiifRst Si#iia S AL S |

IR ed BfaRCe | AT FIeTe I8 SeT-SEE S
FATRE (R del e AlRfRE | 2 Fe @i
FROIERA 26 1 JifeceT | Rl TR el Foeve &5
SCAGALA (2Ad a1 Fifeger | & gore et ARfRE
RfCS’ SIS Oit! A IR SIS | 919 ST #{t 23
A s I wviR G gaRpies Sifz  aft el
‘GfRAF SCEABATS 2T BRACE 0o ColfRet | goil (Rt qi=s
sffera 1wz 5 @ 2% )| cerreR S ReifR #iRfee 1 &
f 2es apods Hiftre FRe[ s T4 B SiHiem
T @R (@A @ AR AAfE Snfee wiRE (2
et (MR sRo #ifafd |

A S e o oey oS | [ 2 e e g =%
A il ) 7 A e (A I (| T 1 e R x|
RS AT | (967 FNHER Gt 2o Stz e |
FANTS (96T I | Fi2M (98 Sifez GRT=a =27 |39

ww%mwmﬂﬁvsﬁﬁcwwﬁmmﬁ :

TEmeEt | _
S W @ & [ m mﬁ@




* cent| ] of |3t @ 205

|
|

WROETE I Ao A IR AEE | 9
AfSRIf> &7 |1919....

23 WO AR YFCO IATECE APed[ Jos
FfRAta BIRERE] 2a $RE AR FRCR| SIRRIFT Few
e SIS, (ARIETE® W%, 2% T W S 52 S
TR T2 | TR FIToTS SRR I AfRaeERe g zre
TG e | 300 T2W2 WS FARID AT G Al
IE | SEARIN @A HFE SGF SEE R SleSiHE O
CFI® SNIF ¢oo LA Gl SEMItIEd IR IFpeas
TS T2 727 PIPOE IR | G2 CFTS FANA S0
St w18 | e faffee cafd =ita e s s oo
3fei 1= est =iest e e coieteet, 2a0et aemE—

GRGyRICIIEA

BrafeTs gef e

TR (IS AN

S (GO TS

&) FAR AWM TR I9 S50 Soge (FaouH
&I A2 IR FAFeLAS Gfb it @hoirs =i e |

==

f7te 3o itz 93 7RG @RS *w (G e A
‘@AD"l C2fe | © famie asfq wies e ez
T (e FAwamas T A 51k wigl
ARG ]2 fw | oeilR Aoemeas Y[E |
AHATS @ AT Fml Aym SR BIRSRE
R o907 SR | (0 € 1= (@1 2 ReATwR /[a=
RE A4 SHIHR | e «ft s A@swend e
T4 5T | FALPAFIA Tl a1 = F =il i Teie

Mde AeR dreq sigiem, - ¢ *mEFiky 23e
I #2131 e Yo |

758 AP LTI TCAD TRo RrFeE
TF B e FA1 T = A9 @RI
IR i waEnE 92 @ U RIS
AR | TAMI CFIO B IO | - [&GF IS+
T TRT GAdE A ggee o 5] wifigaes

S A R[iRfeE o (ogs 0 T wifame | f&E
G G2 faif{iaeat sgcaat st o1 1w (A, oo &

] P TG £ G B, AT FF AP 1 GG 7o 21205 S w17 e (Poetry Gallery )7 2fE8T

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

Rajgarh Road Sales:
House NO 230 9854054280,9854054284
Phone: 0361-2526455 Service:

Email: infoeccpl.co.in

ELITE COMPUTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS PVT. LTD.

(Hardware/Networking, Sales/Service)

DTS INFOTECH PVT.LTD.

(A Complete Software & Web Solution House)

9854054282

Website: eccpl.co.in




L DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION “

The Legacy of Diamond Jubilee
and Our College

¢ Dr. Susanta Sarma

he Diamond Jubilee celebration marks the milestone to commemorate

the jubilation and celebration of the achievements of the long 60 years of

glorious sustenance from the platform of success and leadership parallel
with the esteemed glory of Monarchical attire in the realm of practices that are
recollected from pages with golden letters of the Great Books that herald the era
of the past glorious heritage.When the history of celebration of Diamond Jubilee
is conjured, Queen Victoria appears as the first to rejoice the occasion of her |
monarchy for long 60 years with the celebration of Diamond Jubilee in 1897, to
mark her memorable achievement of a long term of monarchical era.Queen ; ‘
Elizabeth Il was the next to celebrate in 2012 her accession of Monarchy on 6"
February 1952, which was a multi-national celebration throughout the year. To
have a plunge in the history of breaking the milestone of long term sustenance
with success by ending the year with Diamond with respect to the educational
institutions, the IIT comes out as the first to celebrate, which adorns the heritage L
of its foundation being laid by the first Prime Minister of our nation, _Pandij:
Jawaharlal Nehru. The Jubilee, wh:ch connotes the Blbllcal term as the
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Jubilee has been
As the Dian-wnduch higher honour
reckoned withm
and esteem for an event that
es to be fortunate enough to
Prg\:k the celebration of a
::‘Jccessful era,leaving Iirehi'nd a
huge milestone of gloriesin history,
for any institution that experiences
such a turn of festive celebration, is
indeed very fortunate. Fortunate
too is the whole mass of
communities who have bonded in
the long period of progress with
such institution.
This year our esteemed
Arya Vidyapeeth College, the
temple of learning, in the heart of
the Guwahati City, is shining with
fortune as it has arrived in the turn
to grace the festive occasion of
celebration of Diamond Jubilee
after the completion of a long
glorious period of 60 years. The
College sprung its root out of
dream and endeavour of Pandit
Karmayogi Giridhar Sarma, an
eminent educationist and
litterateur of the period, who is
known to have initiative role in
imbibing and catering to the urge
of learning among the young
generations together with building
the sense in the community to
strive for the upliftment of our
vernacular language and to achieve
brighter future through fruitful
education and scientific
temperament. He authored books
on Assamese Grammar, Anglo-
Assamese Dictionary and
Assamese Dictionary (Abhidhan).

Composer of the College anthem :

His book on Sanskrit Grammar,
Composition and Translation is one
of his master volumes of text books
he authored for students which has
also been serving as the necessary
guide for the teachers, even at
present.

The establishment of Arya
Vidyapeeth College in the
particular area where it stands
today was really a challenging task
because the site where the college
is at present was regarded as a
piece of marshy waste land where
any sort of constructive activities
were almost impossible. For such
reason the consistent effort of the
Founder Principle of the College,
Late Giridhar Sarma, which led to
the establishment of this
institution in 1958, is still recalled
with much honour and respect. He
left no stone unturned in his
endeavour to develop this college
that stands today as a legacy for
many.

Arya Vidyapeeth College,
besides being an educational
institution, has been a hub of
practice of composite cultural
activities since its inception and a
centre that had proved to be the
ground of development of many
aesthetic, cultural affairs that
developed in our state earlier,
especially the popular groups of
theatre that had gained enough
familiarity in our state during the
later years. Besides, this college has
also been fortunate to shine with
the glories of many students who

Dr Susanta Sarma: Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Arya Vidyapeeth College

Dr. Birinchi Kumar Medhi

prospered in the field of spo
name them, Mahadev Deka
be left out of recollection
achieved the title of Mr Unive:
the sport of”“B
building”.Moreover, many p:
actors in Assamese cinem
Bhabesh Das and Del®
Mazumdar, musicians
Aniruddha Baruah, Ru
Talukdar and many, were
students of this college. The
many other alumni of this ¢
who have achieved much

both in « ituv-e as well
literature -~ d | >litics. Besides:
college w: dited bythe &
teamtwo ar Hack, in 2016
Grade-A. .
Fr n the poin
challengi ception to
present ar of glory,
Vidyapeet. C /lege has
across a lorz way which alt

may be quite turbulent ImME
beginning but the fortune O
college to be blessed with the
able students and wise
extremely dedicated teache
brought this institution tos
present “Diamond Era” to !
behind the long 60 years of s
shine with legacy. Its achieve
have proved the proverb
“lotus can really blossom
mud”.Hence, we look for
prosperity and development
college with far better achieve
and success in future tocomel
live Arya Vidyapeeth College
the best wishesto all Aryans!
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“nglish Language Imperialism and
Our Mother Tongues Today

+ Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Nath

= he English language is so much a part of our lives today, that many Indians consider English
as just another Indian language. But does that erase the historical reality of how English
came to be so much a part of our lives? It is a language that helps us in pan-Indian
communication situations, and also as a global language. It certainly has great utility for us, but it is
also a fact that in the world today English is considered a cannibal language because it eats up
other languages. In other words, the powerful presence of this dominant language causes
language shift, and ultimately the death of smaller languages. In India’s northeast alone, many
tribes have already lost their languages, and many beautiful, but small languages (languages with
asmallnumber of speakers) will almost certainly die soon.
Even large languages are not safe in India and other countries of Asia and Africa which
were once ruled by the British, and in which English is the most dominant language. David Crystal,
the British linguist says that

...during a visit to Southern Africa in 1998, speakers of several of the newly recognized official
languages of South Africa expressed to me their anxiety for their long-time future, in the face of
English—including several Afrikaners (whose language, Afrikaans, is spoken by around 6 million). S
The same reaction was observed in Zibabwe, where not only speakers of Ndebele (1.1 million) but e
even of Shona (7 million) professed the same anxiety. One experlence illustrates the tmnd that ' '

he was conversant with all 11 of his country's ofﬂclal Ianguages—an' ili
at all unusual. However, his main ambition was to ]
English. None of the other languages ranked highlyi

English being the most dominant language in South Afrlca,
dohannestHiEidHERS understandlng of the benef’ ts of Englis
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languages he knew. It is not merely for sentimental
reasons that we need to respect and learn our mother
tongues, but practical reasons as well. Mother-tongue
learning, especially early mother tongue learning, is
connected with learning itself, or with all learningin any
language, with the learning mechanism of the
brain/mind.

Besides, each language of the world has a right
to live because every language—whether spoken by
millions or just a few—is a unique way in which humans
comprehend things, and communicate meanings. The
languages of the world enrich the world. The death of
languages across the globe, now occurring in an
alarming rate, should therefore be a concern for
everyone, irrespective of what his or her own language
is.

Why then, is there a persistent perception in
people’s mind about the superiority of English? This has
to do with the politics of dominance. English is the most
dominant language in countries like Nigeria and
Uganda today because it is the language with which the
British once ruled these countries, and when they left
these colonies, they left English behind as the primary
\anguage of education and the sole language of

administration. When the British left India, they left
their language here as the most dominant language in
the fields of education, and administration, and as an
important lingua franca within India and in our dealings
with the world outside. The Constitution of India
mentions Hindi as the country’s official language (not
national language, as is often wrongly asserted by Hindi
chauvinistic circles), and made the provision that
English would assist Hindi as an official language, i.e.,
~ English would be used as an official language in states
~ which were not in a position to use Hindi, until such
~ times as. they would be ready to use Hindi alone as the

parti ularly in the south and the northeast, do not wish
> be sa wit'h :Hi'ndi' Ea"i'lié"'r, a‘ttempt‘s to impose

purist. Enghsh language teaching mett

Thus, English is seen as a neutral medil
countries like Nigeria and India because of the !
lingual ground realities of these countries. Ken'
Wiwa, the famous Nigerian leader who was mal
during his tribe’s resistance against the Nig
government’s decision to bequeath their land, a
delta region of Nigeria, to the international oil con
Shell, was from a tiny Nigerian tribe called €
Because the Ogonis are numerically insignificz
Nigeria, Saro-Wiwa felt that Englist: He g the lang

of education and conversation i s 100l gave

protection from being bullied oys from
numerically large Igbo orthe Yorub: © imunities

However, another Africai w ter, Ngug
Thiong’o tells a different story. He 2c |lIs how Ei

teaching was done in Kenyan schoo

English became more than a an uage: it we

language, and all others had to bow low befor
deference.

Thus one of the most humili
experiences was to be caught speaking Gikuyu
vicinity of the school. The culprit was given cot
punishment—three to five strokes of the cai
bare buttocks—or was made to carry a metal
around the neck with inscriptions such as
STUPID or | AM A DONKEY. Sometimes the ct

were fined money they could hardly afford. (A
11)

When all other languages have to “bow low” bt
English, then it is a clear case of English lang
imperialism. When there is the wrong perceptic
English being a better language than any ¢
language, thenitis English language imperialism.\i
a person can be demeaned, called a donkey or st
simply for speaking in his or her mother tongue
issue at hand is not just language. Across the ¥
English language teaching programmes (somet
funded or supported by British associations}
pushed the “English only” approach, and there
been countless English teachers in countriesli
Uganda, Nigeria, India and Sri Lanka, who have
these absurd guidelines in dutiful, servile w
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In his 1992 book Linguistic Imperialism Robert
Phillipson writes that English linguistic imperialism,
which is a sub-type of linguicism, involves a situation in
which “dominance of English is asserted and
maintained” by various means (47). In many former
colonies of Britain, as in India, there is a clear division
between English-medium education institutions and
vernacular-medium ones. In Assam, the situation is

terrible. with the government vernacular-medium

s:choc :ggling for survival with meagre resources,
nd r f the English-medium ones patronized by
er ghty. Itis almost as if the fate of the little

:cided right in the beginning of their
AU reer, depending on the school to which
1eil ~anafford tosend them.

1zlish language acquired pre-eminence in
ndia - ) conscious and concerted efforts of the
British ~zrnment in colonial India. Lord Macaulay’s
aggressive promotion of English in his position as the
chairman of the Governor-General’'s Committee on
Public Instruction in India led the colonial government
to formulate such a policy that throughout the Indian
subcontinent, “English became the sole medium of
education, administration, trade, and commerce, in
short of all formal domains of a society’s functioning.
Proficiency in English became the gateway to all social
and material benefits.” (Misra 150; quoted in Phillipson

111)
English Language Teaching departments across

the world, particularly those parts of the world which
were once colonised by the British, and organizations
like the British Council, have sought to maintain the
master-servant relationship when it comes to teaching
English. The 1961 Commonwealth Conference on ELT,
held at University College, Mekerere, Uganda set the
tone of this relationship when it recommended that
English is best taught monolingually, without any
interference from any other language, that the ideal
teacher of English would be a native English teacher,
that the earlier English is taught to the little child, the
better, that the more English is taught, the better, that if
other languages are used in the teaching of English,
standards will drop. The report of the conference,
containing such recommendations, is a glaring example
of the master-servant or centre-periphery relationship

=
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between Britain and her former colonies, but more or
less, that report has been fully accepted by ELT

departments.

What these propagators of servility to the
English language do not know or choose to ignore is
that a large, dominant language doesn’t have better
qualities than a smaller language. (Size here implies the
number of speakers/users). Historical, political reasons
make a language dominant, not any inherent value that
it possesses.

Unfortunately, the imagined perception of the
superiority of the English language is shared by a large
number of people across the world, and that is what
makes many parents in our Northeastern states blind to
the fact that their children who are learning English are
not learning their mother tongues well enough. They
feel that as long as their children are learning English
well, they need not bother.

As an example, we can observe, for instance,

how Assamese society views this issue of English
language learning. With some of the less-informed
families comprising the Assamese lower middle-class,
the situation is such that | don’t know whether to call it
a comic or a tragic situation. If you approach one of
their little kids and ask, in Assamese: “Tomar naam ki?2”
the child will invariably rattle off an English sentence:
“My name is....” The poor child may not be going to an
English school, the parents may not know English well
enough, but they have at least taught him one English
sentence, and they are all very happy about it. Such is
the sense of prestige connected with this imperial

language.
India’s Northeast in general and Assam in

particular has seen a lot of politics in the name of
identity. There have been various demands, for
example, for particular privileges for particular groups
of people at different times. This is also a place where a
very large number of ethnic groups speaking a large
number of distinct languages live. In Assam, Assamese
is the mostimportant spoken language '
Assam, Assamese doesn’t enjc
everywhere. In the Barak Valley, for ex
widely used language is Bengali, not
the Brahmaputra valley, too,
prefer some other language
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comes to using a lingua franca. The Bodos, for instance,

use the Devnagari script rather than the Assamese
~ script, and many of them prefer to speak in Hindi or
English rather than Assamese even when interacting
with someone who speaks Assamese. These are
ominous signs for those whose identity is bound up
with the Assamese language.

While there is reluctance on the part of some of

the age-old inhabitants of Assam to speak in Assamese,
there seems to be a growing use of the Assamese
language in many Muslim-dominated rural areas of the
state. The news media has sometimes reported about
an alleged ISI-backed plan to disseminate knowledge of
the Assamese language in areas populated by
Bangladeshi immigrants. Why? Apparently to help
immigrants acquire an irrefutably ‘pure’ Assamese
identity by becoming fluent speakers of Assamese. And
how is the community of people whose mother tongue
is Assamese reacting to all this? There doesn’t seem to
be much reaction. Besides, more and more Assamese
middle-class families are sending their children to
English-medium schools where Assamese is not given
the importance that it deserves in Assam. | am not at all
suggesting that studying in English-medium schools is
bad, nor am | advocating any fanatical rejection of
English; I'm only saying that many young Assamese are
not learning their mother tongue well, and their elders
don’tseemto find anything wrong in that.

If this trend continues unabated it is quite
possible that a time will come when ethnic Assamese
people will lose their grip on their own mother-tongue
while Bangladeshi or erstwhile Bangladeshiimmigrants
will assert their ‘Assamese-identity’ vigorously on the
g;o.u’h’d'-.tfz.f-ithéirft:tammand over the Assamese language.
The mistake that the ethnic Assamese are committing

‘ensuring that their children learn and use

H‘a’ve d'isastrous consequences.

Besides, education has become more and !
career-oriented today. Careerism, on the otherha
connected with market-demand. In this scer
regional languages like Assamese or Bodo or Misif
notstand a chance in the competition against the g
language English. Again, of the many varieties of ET
in the world, American English is in ascendancy t
because of the successes of Big Brother Ameri

everything from commerce to war. While Euro
nations like France and Spain do not “vis 1 to let Er
take over Europe, and are very cc c »us abou!
status of their languages within th opean Ul
Big Brother America—true to its ¢ ter of al
meddling in other people’s affairs- even trie
pressurize the European Union c ies to ac
Englishwholeheartedly and withou! eservatio

Unlike the European n: o s which
sensitive about their languages, 0./ever, we

people of India’s Northeast seem to be happy to fl
our expertise in English and are not bothered abou
lack of expertise in our mother tongues. The locatit
India’s Northeast in a situation of volatile ide
politics actually calls for much greater awareness o
problem than our people have shown so far.

While English language imperialism has'
desensitized people to the problems of their |
languages, there has also been much resistanc
English in many parts of the world. In some countr
has been replaced by a regional language as the of
language. Some individuals have shown stiff resist
to English. Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the Kenyan writer
the need to reject English as crucial to the proce
decolonizing the mind. For him, the submission tg
language of the colonizers is synonymous |
continued acceptance of the supremacy Of
colonizers. Obi Wali, the Nigerian critic was alsofag
for his call to the African writers to reject English
embrace African languages. Others like Chmua Ac

writings. Achebe feels that while colonialism W
caUse of much misery in Africa, it also did we




languages—English, French, Portuguese—to converse
in. The highly complex linguistic scene in Africa is such
that most tribes cannot communicate among one
another in their own languages, and need a lingua
franca for mutual communication. Writers like Achebe,
Awoonor and Wole Soyinka also acknowledge the
venefits of publishing in a world language. One needs
to alse consider the fact that although Ngugi wa
“hiong = called for a rejection of English, he teaches
glis nerica—he is a Fanonian Marxist but he
par .onefits by his stay in the seat of
hasn’t rejected English fully. He
ns s Gikuyu novels into English.
.he debate over rejecting or accepting
iglic ~esunabated in Africa, it is quite clear that
nglisi 2re to stay. In India, we do not have quite
nesan - ‘chate, butresistance to English has been felt
hereto. viahatma Gandhideplored the fact that English
enjoyed a position of supremacy in India. Baba Ram Dev
says that India must pay more respect to Hindi and

other Indian languages than to English.
In this backdrop of a volatile global and national

linguistic scenario, how should people of Assam and the
other states of the Northeast behave? | think the most
reasonable thing for them would be to learn their
mother tongues very well, teach their mother tongues

3t 1d
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to their children, and use their mother tongues for
communication, as library language, and language of
learning and literature. At the same time, they must
learn Hindi and English well. To neglect English would
be courting irrelevance in today’s world, and expertise
in Hindi can only facilitate pan-Indian communication.
Besides, linguistic skills can only empower an individual
or a people. My only concern is that even while
acquiring multilingual skills, one must not neglect one’s
mother tongue, and this is especially true for the
Assamese and other Northeast Indian ethnic groups

inhabiting a region marked by identity politics.
My argument here may seem needlessly

alarmist to some, but considering the really complex
and difficult situation in which our identity finds itself
today, one cannot do away with anxiety about the
condition of our mother tongues. The thought of even
the possibility of the death of one’s language can be
chilling, and you don’t need to be the speaker of a very
small language to have this fear, as what Australian
author David Malouf’s statement, quoted by David

Crystal, seems to suggest:
When | think of my tongue being no longer alive in
the mouths of men a chill goes over me that is

deeper than my own deatbh, since it is the gathered

deaths of all my kind. (Crystal, 25)

Crystal, David. Language Death. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Thlrd-editon 2
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Consciousness, then does
not appear to itself chopped
up in bits .. It is nothing
joined; it flows ... Let us call
it the stream of thought, of
consciousness,or of
subjective life...(Henri
Bergson)

a succession of
qualitative changes, which
meet in to and permeate one
another, without precise
outlines without any
tendency to enternalise
themselves in relation to one
another. (William James)

@sft5 92 FAITE ¥o! (XS [Roe
Ffare— wEfeE FW (time in
mind or inner time) <% TifHF
AWY’ (clock time or
mechanical time)| taf%a
Glade SNifa Aigaece & 7r Kerem
Ffesre Gae G G 73 e
fa aoR @be @ [ffw cER
G T | SGgf© Gie® 9 Ol
o< 2if T Z 92 e TR
IR FCA| 93 SIS SlE q9=4
AFOCS JA 1 TR (969 TR
e | G2 RS (B 2fFE 9a|
Tl TG 96 A Brief
History of Time-% ©r@d a[€z—
‘T 5ifS RS S Rem
(Thermodynamic), ¥a®ifg=s
(Psychological) @i« sZreiaifes
(Cosmological) @2 o6l 4@E=
WIS w2 [{sa F9E e TR
i 2@z @2 foft1 RfFR 4RR
TS % 5T |7 SIS 153 SEBIee!
12, GRRITo1 373 i Tt Stz
RANAZ. TIEF T (% —
“@b1 fIe A IR e

foTRZ TF (T VA W W
A FZI A BIET, W3 AR
ot sefe fRa)”

YIE SE I EE R
2l IE-o92 e (o3 e @
Hife ST T8 TEEse G
{IE TR ANGT A4 STHSIR™E
IfE-oF1 93 Fiferl A ST s
iy 3z7 37 P11 @Il
HYFFOER MG | G2 SEGICS!
G QIR TS (2=

G2 SFHBIS GOl WA TR SiF
o 9o [Rea S s sf[
SESIE Gioss oduN  CAFBe!
ANLFSIE T IR | G2 ST
CAECIE e S EACE I C G
ReFemesE a3 TR Fao
NI FAFeTo! &C FE0Z| STHCGME
Fife wfsggare s AfRdfogR
Tead] 3501 T4 TP RS [TSiE
TS| TS BECE | ;

SEoR el Uga ufs TSR
ol SRSARE BureEe | T
Eefe’, REg R s =
sEeEa e R Wi GBI
sEe Sl WAl e SR
FBME IO A D-DAPHE I
HWE TG 32 IR ArRfes
T f[foq Al #Aat EfE o
@eE@A BN, aeHz R
g A IR0R| SRRATEHRCA
SBCBIA ioNE A S 4
TeA—

(T) SR S ST A6 TR
B M ST oA s B3
wfafe) =25 ©fda |

) > 4




I &S5 205y

SicHifeTs 12951 |

2oy @TH WehRi@eR s
YA AFBPTRI O 2
i Sme IR @— Feza
OOl QG B S 61 ST
Ry SRl fouR eemR
Reizsl oA 2T 0! o
AT | G2 sEicsl Sify el
T4 fR3 AN SHDIR
HREACS ST IR B A0
SCE TS AR “HR [FO Wi
@51 3 SN ZTHES R O] = 17
3 I 2 FADIE S (961

el Al e AG
SIS 2

Reoes) (oo A HNE IHCA
S | 5 SR (7 33 e
WES GTH Wz §9 TR Al
@I 512 Gt 430 2 Al
Bl SRFICH A2 T EIRETS
SN IPITS G TS 1F GRS 7B
IE UFE I G@REAEE TY
S FANG T (1 SN |

G2 SFOS (@Il g2d [ee
vfR@ A% IFEe 1 AR Syl
TR SEEes S At
TNHIIE e 99419 HEQeel BifF

wifdcz | e AmfETel
SECOICS ST SIS IS 7
HAfaf%Zfon! Iz U =
Ffate, vRacE T &S
TS AT (202 | ARG
(T N(2S SFG ot 41 @
wfeam @3 oEoR F B
5, GBS e T
SRAPTYE  SRETIE QEAF
el FfRfRe 3fer wiifl Zfewee
wifzegl | @2 SEniel S
2=p 9ibCz |

(SRS, CATETImIL (20 0%, Sy o stgy 11fEey; warzit! ¢ A1 et 2B Tes fFAfiGs |
W&, BHH (S5 ¢); Bib 215; $ARI0! 2 FreTs 86 |

(€S, THA (2.0 00); SHA N TZTA FATAAN; SAZI0! 2 5 A |
FAAATRI@R, CZITH (R008) (F7=7113); ST 515 HAeFeret (AN Ae); GAZI6) s S ety <4 |
J9:41, AZM P (00 ¢); THA HiD HFI G, G 2 Fero! |
S, I (200 8); YT FW o192t (X CSrFrNTe; SIRICT 2 ey 21t |

=131, CoITfR 231 (555 ); SATIH S SR AT, G613 FroThr B |

i, AT (000 ); SN ARSI ANFIGS 2(6FE; GARIG! 2 G 2 |

BB A1, AT (2009) (F72{12) 3 SR BB e 2ArZ; ArRit] ¢ @Azt fsfver |

REE 3

Hawking, S.(2011). ABrief History of Time. USA: Random House Publishing Group.

Kumar, S. K. (1962). Bergson and the Stream of Conceiousness Novel. Glasgow: Black & Son.
Waltan, A. (1962). The English Novel. Harmonsworth: Penguin Books.

Wolf, V. (1948). Modern Fiction. London: Hogarth Press.

@ JNTCGIS CAFT] & FIPIT F#CP Jen I& [RRAIETIT SR [ROr1T 7215 17 |




.

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

f T QLN S FIS AL 4

SV el

AT 5599 B TS A | 93 (TOPRZ2HEE R | 173 ATE! SN 57| ST Bl
STr<d REee Qo ISR TSI R | TN A3 (SRR 291 @S
i TRCEe WifR GremiE o sfRRte o' | 3ow greem s SR | wae wifee
¢ EE vRgieT T8 Rrewy <2 R ey TS RIRE ST [NE) o2fRe | el
A 4 greamiE AR Coifes] GOIF SRS S 6t 51 | W2 AT TEYFI 7R 8

< AAT%S i IRIRIGTE FA91'A (FIGH N 151 PR Cofeeat | (wRee Grasies
(9 QLA | SIS SR AR siieTe 14 A SR | Sy S5 16 ot T3 et 139°e ‘
S A e | I SR G AT IR SR S #Af3iE et | Gt (ot Fere
fae ol
SRS > 3b0 5 BIE SO TAIF o 7@’ A159 951 FRstdae & 2 | {5 IPTA |
VTR | IO O AL 0T 28 | LTI 24 (12, 720109 SIS SN [{5eei1v A G1ed AL
S5/ GRS 2o SRR 70151 | AT ST I ST 93 A6 Segpi ~Afofee | '
2 SIS W 9t TR T EIRE e AE | DaTs Sreamt | T GikE RS
AT Al FRCEAN | (D€ 01 Ol IR TAS SAR 7 |/ GL2ATIL, (PRSI (R0RIf | \
Sove BT R TICE W AN AR AgE SR, FooN TSR (FA0H)
o] TaT SIICRY | LAl (OETETIRAS S5 S Wl | gl RIS RPIR (1< QLA 7151 7
NI Q2 ! 0 #AfRE | (IR 2L IO (6 (VST T3 AfSD1 TR
RERTS T2 | SReey 2t AR SHreR R W@ | (R (FrRobee Igal (19
RIS GATIR (STAS Yo e BfRW A (O (N AT PRI S
ffeet | SR it (96 (faet TS T TSI FIR (96 (F{OANS TG 2 GHRIA | U
SRS & 30 T2d GATAI F90 SO FHE | (SrAS (N 990 fad e s
TRIB1G #1RE B 0 o1’ | (DI R e, WS I S LA AN | (PABIS TS
S S{ITT | R00¢ BHS (SLASY F19S (W 41T TS R I G52 TRE IV IS g
WWWWW@WWl%@WNWWW
W%Wﬂﬁtimvam@ww IR TS I o ol iR a4 ol I Sews
AL LA S TR, 070 FI M2 =ee | b AR Sreifera czfee | g
AT SR AT 12 | (DG ARAIR S [0 ST e RISl




| cemifs|sfl=a] 20y

TS GIBTE WefeTe ANNE ¢
T S FIBCHIOR o

o AfEeE Ficz wam tzez @bt
AifZey | wEEEE B e AR
ey AfTe TF| IR FAEe]
AT ST AR Hiew iR |
PRI 551 B9 G 8 8 %9 IT(O
AR T Bl AR | By
iE = s | SR o wfeqfe
2 ‘93BG 7T ‘WIS T
Q% e sfRezl TR e
SR SRS @RE ] qG2
APOCO UAE IR {ARAT 1S
oS |

‘GIBIC T Gl TR
IROR 539 @b afewle targ,
A ATH (@ @ T Toe
FICa1 IR FYfEreTe ©fRT @A S
Feiiieely G2 FEEE  of
A 1”7 i3 S AR R
QT A IRfeE @ “alfSwt
'WW%W«*{’W@W

* 0T ST
e ST gl Alkgfee A
Aifes Srame oy 5 ofe w0

WA TR Tof@s F GBI aE
' (AT | i o A YfEre
Ao ©Fe aifgereis wifga #fr!
iz Wig2e 41 e 2a | oH
ST R4 514 AN Sl A TR
ZO)l FIO A2 FF4 26 | 939
AT B Q2 AP S I (IR
Y A® gz 2oyl <41 IRZ
I | wfafest | (2 AR WiER
A% T. Ashok ¥ 3EG! SRl
Go1e &fSwfee (202

Let them guard vultures 3‘
But why fly parrots in the open?
Let them make nuclear arms
But why make peace agrements ?i
Let them make children beg
But why call that education ?
Let them kill the poor
But why call that democracy ?
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transforming lives
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Freud and Psychiatry:

Abstract and Concretisation

Y
L

Sigmund Freud, the legend of
psychiatry emphasised the
underlying connection between
the conceptualisation of abstract
and concrete in terms of the
exploration of human psychology.
Freud had a background of
leafning in neuroanatomy and a
large number of followers in the
field of psychiatry. But, he gave up
neuroscience in order to study
psychiatry or mental health and
illness. To do that he developed
theories, known as
psychodynamics and the
approach taken is popularised as
psychoanalysis. One reason for
giving up neuroscience and
developing psychodynamics and
psychoanalysrs to study
;and mental health was

psychodynamics and
psychoanalysis.

Freud talked of id, ego, superego;
and various psychosexual stages.
His vision too was revolutionary.
In fact, the birth of
psychodynamics under the
patronage of Freud is considered
as the second revolution of
psychiatry. Later on, his concepts
traversed the boundaries of
psychiatry to influence the
different fields of life; for
example, medical science,
literature and science etc. The
first revolution of psychiatry is the
acceptance of mental illnesses as
normal illnesses. The third
revolution coincides with the
discovery of medication to treat
mental illness. With successful
treatment of mental illness by
medication, patients till then kept
in asylum, now started going back

to their homes and society. This is
the fourth revolution in the form

of community psychiatry.

In between the second and third

¢ . hyamante
was a stagnal f almost b
century whe e jugger
cametoahalt 'h reasonag:

concretisation of abstracts.
of investigative tools to stu
dynamic organ like brain
Freud to propo
psychodynamics ¢
psychoanalysis and he cam:
with concepts of id, ego, supe
and various psychosexual ste
But, here also, his follo
subsequently got fixated to ¥
he said in letters.

In the modern era, scie
particularly neuroscience,
taken many leaps forward.
now have various tools
investigate brain, the dyn:
organ. Among them, the &
influential is the functional rs
imaging studies. Imag
someone going to the ban
river Brahmaputra and tal:q
snap. Then he returns and sl
you that this is the rive
course, this cannot be th
Just before and even af
snap, the river is flowin
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have a proper understanding of
what Brahmaputra is we need to
study it over a period of time and
that too in motion. This is how the
brain is now looked into with the
help of functional radio-imaging
tools.

At present, we have come to
know that our brains work in a
'top-down' and 'bottom-up'
mechanism. Top is the cortex. It
takes tim= from irth to maturity
for full ¢ lop t. The bottom

is the st ructures that
develop € parts of life.
Amygda mpus, basal
ganglia i these sub-
cortical : "hey regulate
our emt impulse, or
gratificati W the cortex is

responsibie for ¢ ritrolling action.
A child with her/his sub-cortical
structures fully developed wants
immediate gratification of desire
for pleasurable and appealing
objects as impulses need
gratification according to
emaotions.

Objects/things associated with
happy memories are qued to be
repeated without thinking of the
consequences. If amygdala is
related to the emotions, then
hippocampus is wired to

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

memory-based ques, and basal
ganglia get involved in action. To
control these sub-cortical
structures, one needs a fully
developed cortex. The cortex,
especially the dorsolateral and
ventromedial prefrontal cortex,
acts like the guardian to control
and decide what is wrong and
what is right. Cortex controlling
the subcortical structures is the
top-down mechanism of the
brain. And sub-cortical structures
overpowering the cortical
inhibition is the bottom-up
mechanism of the brain.

Do not these bottom-up and top-
down mechanisms look similar to
what id and superego are? |d says
gratify your impulses to satisfy
your emotion without thinking of
consequences. Superego, like
conscience or guardian, protects
and helps us to think and
differentiate between what is bad
and what is good and act
accordingly overcoming the
impulsiveness to gratify our
emotions. So, what Freud
postulated more than half a
century back is getting
substantiated by modern
investigative techniques!

Freud was ahead of his time. Only

if we could have understood his
theories as abstract rather than
getting fixated in the concretised
thinking, then most probably we
could have moved further ahead.
The brain still remains the last
unconquered frontier for
humankind. We have got 25,000
genes. Each gene codes for more
than one protein. Thus, all
together we have around
1,00,000 proteins. Two-third of
them is in the brain. As of today,
we know the property of 10,000
of them. And our therapeutic
agents can target only 100 of
them.

This much “we know what we
know”. At the same time also, “we
know what we do not know”. This
also is a tremendous
achievement. Because we have to
be pragmatic. Instead of living in
utopia, we need to deal with
individuals suffering from mental
illnesses in a practical way. In this
quest, both “we know what we
know” and “we know what we do
not know” help. At the same time,
we must remain humble as still
there are things “we do not know
what we do not know”.

Dr Shymanta Das, MD: Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Gauhati Medical College Hospital
and Editor-in-Chief, Open Journal of Psychiatry & Allied Sciences (www.ojpas.com)
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Examination- Centric Education
Need for a revisit

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

‘s guidelines has stipulated the
classesin acollege at 180 days
ar. Class days may, however,
exceed 1¢ . day  nossible. The expectation of the
UGC ha:s proved to be chimerical. Our
provincialised colleges, especially under our state
universities, have failed this expectation. If we
analyze the working pattern of the colleges we will
have to sit up in amazement. We will be inclined to
describe our system as more examination-oriented
and less class-oriented. It is seen that immediately
after attending a few introductory classes the
students are asked to fill in their examination forms
for the first semester. This process being over
students normally stop coming to the colleges.
Most of them leave for their homes and make
preparations for examinations. Between August
and November there are about 16 Sundays. Then
there are different college functions of the
students' union. Add to the list the puja holidays
and other local and national holidays. This reduces
the total number of class days to about 60 to 70
days.

minimur a8
in an ac 'm

This disruption is the result of our
unnecessary and undue obsession with the demon
called examlnatlon and the numem:al -

* Dr. Dayananda Pathak

examination zones. Since evaluation part has been
a mandatory segment of a teacher's academic life
he cannot refuse the work. But in the name of
evaluation all the classes in a college have gone
unattended. Previously teachers could evaluate
scripts at home, while at the same time he could
attend the classes simultaneously. Of late, the
earlier practice has been discontinued by the
university citing early declaration of examination
results. Thereby, the university is seen to show -
total unconcern for classes in a college. As a result,
students have lost classes for about 50 days. Under
the system examination works keep a teacher busy
most of the year. The net result s the loss of class’es’.
We believe this is nothing but an aeadem:c assa
on the students. Since -the. -

evaluatlon, free of al
In the near future
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and Orientation courses and workshops the university
normally takes decision unilaterally without caring for
the concern of the college management. The programs
schedules are prepared by the university without caring
a jot for the impact the same might have over the
classes in the colleges. A good number of RCs and OCs
are held during the peak hours of class days. If a teacher
joins the program his classesin the college for the whole
period of 21 days (excluding of course the days of
journey to and from his or her college to the university
academic staff college of the university) go unattended.
Most of the colleges of the state are devoid of required
number of staff. The UGC also does not have a
consistent policy in this regard. Nor does it have the
patience and time to hear the woes of the college
management. The UGC has made attendance of
teachers in those programs mandatory for the latter's
placement in the senior grade scales of pay. As a result,
a section of teachers take those courses very seriously,
while a large number of them take them simply as
routine affairs. But for all of them those programs are
mere stepping-stones to senior and selection grade
scales of pay. Such courses, as they are being designed
and conducted, have not added anything new in the
teaching-learning process. Nor have they added
anything professionally rewarding in their teaching
careers. Only the young and new entrants to the
profession take those programs very seriously. The
senior teachers tend to take those programs only as
official formality to be fulfilled for the next grade of
scale. But all such programs are pushed through at the
costof class days. Most of the UGC programs are largely
teacher-friendly. But very few of them are student-
friendly.

In the past teachers opted for teaching
profession by choice and predilection. Teaching
attracted them as bees to the flowers. A good number
of them bade goodbye to their coveted government
jobs. Before joining the teaching profession they were
either civil servants, or senior police officials, in bank
jobs or in other high profile jobs. Compared to teaching
they found their earlier jobs quite unpalatable and
vapid. Now situation hastaken a u-turn. Majority of our

teachers took to teaching only as the last option. For
some of them this was the easiest of all the options.
They are seen to stick to teaching professmn for their

teaching is a profession without any accountabif™
They want to get everything without practically
anything substantial. Such an attitude has affec=
or her teaching. Such teachers cannot do jus
students. They simply spend time in politicking
name of teachers association within the collef&
outside. They are the best critics within the c
They have the habit of finding fault with ever’
within the college administration.

To be a good teacher c:ne has to be com#
to students. During ou: lor ; association wit
teaching profession v  ve had some &
experiences that | would s to unravel for th&
of safeguarding the >ssion from p
calumny.Nevertheless, v. ‘e all is not lost. TR
still a section of dedica t chers, prepared
anything for the interest« h tudents. Unfortut
these teachers are subje d . criticism by the¥
colleagues. Instead of bei; :cc ved down bythe re
hurled at them by their ow: colleagues they
decided to keep their dedication unpolluted. 1
teachers have made us proud and hold our heads'
They have elevated the profession to great height:
the number of these dedicated teachers it
outnumbered by people who might be called intrt
into the teaching profession. They have simply hijz
the profession to the pedestrian level. When
colleges are dominated by this category of teacher
destiny appears to be sealed.

Evasion of regular classes by a sectio
teachers has generated a no-confidence motion i
minds of our students and parents against our ki
colleges. This has created a situation that logically §
the growth of private colleges all around. Parents p
private colleges for their wards for more class day:
less holidays. In our colleges we have just the 0ppe:
more holidays and fewer classes.

UGC must also share a portion of
responsibility. It is encouraging teachers 10 Bt
minor/major research projects. Some teachers
those projects very seriously. They are empoWwers
their involvement with those research projects
some teachers such projects are casual exercises.
teachers do not hesitate to skip their classes onthi
that pretexts. F-

Most of the research projects are ro
academic exercises. They do not add anythins'.?.tls
human knowledge if they are not pursued in
earnest. They simply replicate what is already ¢




discussed elsewhere. In absence of the evaluating
machinery or a body to oversee the works done by a
teacher the entire academic activity appears to be
colossal wastes. The UGC is satisfied only with the
utilization certificates produced by the beneficiary. Yes,
only a few MRPs are worthwhile and rewarding to the
society. But most of the completed research projects
are dumped in the junk room of the UGC.In the process
our students are deprived of their classes. Besides, the
society is also deprived of the findings of the research
projects don+< by * 'z teachers. We can call it a kind of

systemicfailt 2.1t nainful.

The U is generously funding faculty
improveme: p ammes (FIP), leading to PhD
degrees. Th ¢ “iary teacher is entitled to two
years'leave h ray. During this leave period there
remains the o n for appointment of substitute
teachers. sintment of substitute teachers
takes long t ur system nothing can be done

logically and >m: c:ably. In the process our students
becomethedi-ect . ctims. Their classes go unattended.

The women teachers are legally entitled to
maternity leave for about 180 days with full pay. During
the period the allotted classes of the concerned teacher
go unattended. The UGC does not have a definite policy
to provide a substitute teacher against maternity
vacancy situations. The state government too does not
appearto have any policy in this regard.

Most of the colleges are understaffed.
Compared to our situation the government colleges are
overstaffed. The enrolment position in each category of
colleges is almost similar. To get a vacant post dully filled
the principal has to move heaven and earth. He cannot
complete the work within his short span of service.
Over the years, in the name of administrative reforms,
the government has created more hurdles within the
already cumbrous system. Instead of straightening the
tortuous roads the competent authorities take pleasure
in creating more and more bends to prevent easy

Dr. Dayananda Pathak : Eminent writer, educationist and
former Principal of Pragjyotish College, Guwahati.

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

passage of file traffic. The government is seen to
safeguard the official system. They are seen to be quite
unconcerned about the students. They are always in the
losing end.

Assam is perhaps the most holiday-infected
state in the country. The university has its own list of
holidays, while the state government too has its own
list. The colleges are to follow the list of the university.
The holiday list of the government may not always tally
with the one of the university. But our college
employeestry to enjoy the best parts of both the lists. In
this case also studentsareinvariably in the losing end.

Being a tension-ridden state Assam is known
countrywide for largest umber of bandhs, roadblocks,
strikes, local holidays and so forth. Every political, para-
political and apolitical organizations has the tendency
to make its presence felt by the people by resorting to
bandhs.Such bandhs disrupt the normal life of the
community and the economy of the state. The daily
wages earners, poor business men and the common
people are affected by such practices. The salaried
people generally remain financially unaffected by the
bandhs. In the process, our students lose their classes.
They are forced to take the examination with their
incomplete courses. They have no other alternative but
to take shelter under the roof of tutorial houses and
bazar notes. Those who cannot afford private tuitions
are left to their own destinies.

This situation has also resulted in rising
popularity of distance mode of teaching-learning. In the
days, not too far, our traditional colleges will have to be
closed down as nonviable units. Society will not allow
such white-elephant institutions to continue at the cost
of the poor tax payers. Perhaps we are outliving our
necessity and relevance. We are seen to be crazy only
about examination and marks, while we have
established our apathy and unconcern for what s called

the value-based education. In this backdrop don't we

have the good reason torevisit our system?

5 e .-!.-‘.__4'
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Inclusive Education (IE) seeks ‘o eriucate the childre ?
disability and learning difficulties wi: all >thers under the :
roof. Here all the students regar: 'ss of their strength
weaknesses in any area are brough og her in one classf¢

; Inclusive education is carried o0 ir a common lea”
environment; that is, an educationa! -t | where students i
; different backgrounds and with diffe:r ¢ lities learn toget ™

an inclusive environment. Commor. :ai ng environments
used for the majority of the students'r  ule nstructionhours-
lnc' usive Studies have shown that wr n @ child with_disﬂh‘i¥
attend classes alongside normal peers, ositive academic and ¢
1 outcomes occur for all the children invoived.

E d u Cat I 0 n Previously children with disabilities were taughtinsep &'
classes or in separate schools. The belief was that special educe®
meant separate education. But we now know that when chil¢

a n d are educated together, good things happen. For inclusive educat
there has to be ongoing advocacy, planning, support :
- . commitment.

Ch ‘ ‘ d re n W |t h Inclusive education is a child's right. It is clearly stated il
_ Individuals with Disabilities Education Act that all children W
: Disa b i I it i es disabilities should be educated with non-disabled children of &
AL ASE - own age and must have access to the general education curricute
All parents want their children to be accepted by &k
peers, have friends and lead “regular” lives. This vision can &
reality for many children with disabilities through inclusive settir

Children learn to appreciate diversity when they are in them

1S '|med at helplng all children Iearn, :
S. n nurturlng learning env



e Help his/her child develop friendship with
classmates or other neighbourhood children.
e Share his/her goals and expectations and
wishes for his/her child.
e Know the rights necessary for inclusive
education.
Schools in order to promote successful inclusive
education needs to-
e Considerintroducinginclusive education first.
e Supporteach child'slearning.

Familiesonthe -par. 1eedsto-
e Acquir snc  areinformation.
e Seekt he “others.

e Beconr h iild's advocate.

The teach: o “hing in the inclusive classroom
must be well e ip They must be well versed with
the three R's- sb  ‘oles and Responsibilities. The
teachershoulc ¢ e 'Zero Rejection policy'.

There are « fer _innovative ways which may be
adopted by a t+ :ch« wvhile teaching the children with
disability in the zener | education setup-

e Team Teaching: Thisis an approach where two
or more teachers plan, teach and evaluate
together. Here the regular education teacher
and the special education teacher work in
harmony in order to provide services to the
children with special needsin the classroom.

e Peer Tutoring: This is a method of classroom
teaching where children of the same or
different class help or support each otherinthe

process of learning. Peer tutoring meets the
particular needs of the child with disability by
providing remedial or supportive instruction.

Y -
DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

The student-teacher needs to be encouraged
and guided by the teacher.

e Co-operative learning: Cooperative learning is
a teaching method where students of mixed
levels of ability are arranged into groups and
rewarded according to the group's success,
rather than the success of an individual
member.There are several benefits of
cooperative learning structures for students
with disabilities. Students with disabilities are
more engaged in classroom activities where
cooperative learning structures are in place
compared to more traditional classroom
interventions. Specifically, in inclusive classes
that use cooperative learning, students
articulate their thoughts more freely, receive
confirming and constructive feedback, engage
in questioning techniques, receive additional
practice on skills, and have increased
opportunities to respond.

Beside, the teacher can also use other
methods like introduction of language
experience approach, use of multi-sensory
approach, task analysis and so on.

Inclusive education systems have the power to
amplify the voices of children with disabilities to be
heard in decisions which affect their lives. Inclusive
education systems will build on their capabilities and
develop their capacities to participate meaningfully in
decision-making, and in social, cultural, and economic
life and enjoy their full spectrum ofnghts
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| J.S. Mill, The Subjection of Women (
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"What is now called the
nature of women is an eminently
L artificial thing- the result of forced
repression in some directions,

unnatural stimulation in others."
J.S. Mill, The Subjection of

A Women (1869)
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Half-a-Century

he history of Assamese drama is very
long and old, indeed older surely than
the drama of any Indian modern
language by at least a century. The first
Assamese drama is certainly “Chinhajatra” (
a play with painted scenes) of Srimanta
Sankaradeva and the first theatre is the
performance of the same in 1468. As a
matter of fact, neither the introduction of
scenes nor the regular drama of Europe in
general can be ascribed to a period earlier
than the 17th century.
With the passage of time declined
3 the 600 year old Ahom dynasty in Assam and
f it was replaced by the British administration.
‘The cultural arenaalso suffered a dark phase
the popularity of Ankiya Nat of Srimanta

' t'e ploneer who estabilshed professuona!

Mobile Theatre of Assam:
A Travelling Journey of

¢ 5z seeta Kakoty
English educated Bengalis. Naturally, the
Bengalis who came to work here brought
with them their own culture.
These jatras were great entertainers for the
Bihari and Oriya people working as labour in
the tea gardens of Assam. Gradually these
travelling troupes that came from Bengal to
perform here attracted the curiosity of the
local Assamese people and soon they too,
like the Bengalis acquired a taste for jatra.
The first All Assamese Jatra Party
was formed in 1860 by Tithiram Bayan This
troupe , performed all over Assam.
Following the footsteps of this pioneer many
professional jatra parties mushroomed in
Assamin the subsequent times.

A personality whose name shines
apart in the history of theatre in Assam is
none other than the legendary
A'bh‘inaya’charya Brajanath Sarma. He was



theatre in Assam was the
initiation of co-acting in 1933 in a

isociety where the space of
women was within the confines of

the house.

This was even prior ' tF - making

of Joymoti ,the fi samese

movie in 1935 prasad

Agarwala.
| The gigan: from
| jatra to mobile th as first
. initiated by pc actor
‘ Sadananda Lahk ean he
‘ established a n:.de 7 jatra
. troupe, Nataraj Opera irn 1959 in

. Pathsala. Had he not established

Nataraj Opera, Mobile Theatre
- Would have never been born in
| Assam. The architect of this
- transformation was Sadananda
- Llahkar's elder brother Achyut
Lahkar who wanted to bring in
i something new into the scenario.

He did not like certain aspects of
‘ opera, like, males enacting female
roles, delivery of dialogues
through singing, wrong
pRimosnEUSnEch | al t iNoR R Es:
misrepresentation of social issues
in translated dramas, lack of
drama based on the settings of
Assamese society, etc. The other
reason that led to creation of
mobile theatre was pure
commerce. Achyut Lahkar
wanted to provide financial
security to the artists/
technicians/ workers associated
Wwith dramatics. The jatra troupes
performed only one or two
~ dramas in a year on invitation.
This income was hardly sufficient
u'n'riVe.- Moreover they sat idle-
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a new modern way and financial
security would be provided to the
artists. This was the moment
when Nataraj Theatre- the first
mobile theatre of Assam was born
in 1963,a unique concept
unprecedented in the history of
theatre.

Nataraj Theatre was to be
'mobile' in every sense of the
term. Every required
paraphernalia was to be movable.
A proscenium stage made of
wooden planks that could be set
up and dismantled, an auditorium
in the form of a huge tent that
could house at least a thousand
people- basically a set up that
would travel all over and take
theatre to the masses instead of
vice-versa. The performances
presented would be modern
drama and not jatra or opera.
Nataraj Theatre would have its
own lighting and sound
equipments, generator for power
supply, everything necessary for
music and acting, e.g,
instruments, costumes, make-up,
etc. This journey of Nataraj
Theatre, the first mobile theatre
of Assam, that began in 1963
continued non- stop till 2003 for a
long forty years. In these forty
years many mobile theatres were
born and perished, but the role
played by Nataraj in the history of-
mobile theatres stands- out in a
class apart. Achyut
Nataraj outs:dethe
'West Bengal Madhy

| s
to :Bfﬁ&r‘* _ﬂﬁ:Tg%ay,

treaded upon by many in this half
a century. It is interesting to note
that mobile theatres have never
lost their commercial value and
that is the reason why new mobile
theatre groups have consistently
been set up in spite of many being
unsuccessful ventures. If we make
a list of all the theatres
established since Nataraj, it
would sum up to more than
200.0f course the successfully
operating number would be
around 35.

Mobile theatre of Assam
has travelled a journey covering
half a century. It is undoubtedly
one of the most popular mediums
of entertainment in both rural
and urban areas of Assam today.
Come August, and the carnival on
wheels sets out weaving its magic
enthra-lling thousands of
enthusiastic audience with their
annual shows packed with
emotion and technology. The
function of theatre in our culture
goes beyond mere entertainment
Through it we can find the
meaning of our own culture. The
study of theatre brings to lightits
importance as a vehicle  of
cultural renaissance in the
changingsoc-iety ot

;-‘: et 7 b




B | sf| sl oy

and Namghars have been
constructed from the profits of
Mobile Theatre. Though there has
been a lot of talk about
recognising the mobile theatre as
an industry by the Government of
Assam, no concrete steps have
ever been taken in this direction
nor has there been any effort to
introduce any policy in this
connection. This aspect with its
pros and cons needs to be
studied.
Apart from the economic aspect,
the mobile theatre as a means of
mass communication is perhaps
unparalleled since it caters to all
sections of the society and can
play a vital and constructive social
role provided utilized correctly.
Cinema, drama, theatre, etc are
but reflections of our society and,
therefore, this medium can be
used in a constructive manner to
bring about a revolution with
regard to important issues be it
social, political, economic,
environ-mental, etc. The
~contribution of mobile theater to
the cultural arena of Assam has
attimes been underplayed.
tif_heatre is where the

, ?had to go through the changing

package with acting, dance,
music, action, emotion, etc, all
thrown in with a liberal dose of
technical gimmicks. The demand
for good artists has always been
there and today, when the
Assamese film industry is almost
nonexistent and its future
uncertain, the mobile theatre has
extended the vital lifeline for
many artists and technicians for
sustaining themselves.

It is interesting to note
thatinits journey of halfa century
only one female director in
Mobile Theatre can be recorded.
Women are there as actors,
singers, dancers, music directors,
dance directors, costume
designers etc. but as far as the
most important decision making
positions of producer, director
and playwright are concerned,
the invisibility of women is rather
surprising.

Mobile theatre has
completed half a century in the
cultural scenario of Assam and
today, it has a strong presence. A
brave experiment set to test by
Achyut Lahkar in a small town in
Assam led to a revolution in the
field of theatre in Assam.
Everything changes with time,
new things take the place of the
old. Mobile theatre being a

product of the society, for the

society and by the society also has

story, Arya Vidyapeeth College

process. What is important is &n

way it has sustained itself. Positiv
and healthy criticism will he'=
correct the mistakes made an=
improve it for the better. Whz=
needs to be appreciated Dp=
everyone connected with mobiie=

theatres, that is, producers
playw: zhi~ actors, technicians,
conve 1g ommittees and the
audie =  chat it is upon us ¢
keep = Aobile theatres of
Assar i It should not be
allow i deteriorate into 2
cheap 5r :‘mer product only.
Mobilc 1e -eshould beastrong
and d..tinc: signature of the

culturai wealth of Assam. The
state government definitely has 2
lot of responsibility to see that
this unique performing form of
Assam gets its due recognition
and all possible facilities to
sustain and develop further.

On 12 June 2016, the father of
mobile theatre Achyut Lahkar
passed away. It is a sad truth that
this pioneer never got the honour
and recognition that was due to
him in his lifetime. There is only
one way in which we can pay our
greatest respects to the
mahanayak to keep the flag of
mobile theatre flying high not
only in the cultural arena of
Assam but also take it way up so
that it gains not only national b
alsointernational recognition.
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‘Living a thousand years in a life time”-
Youth of Northeast India under Transition

hat is Northeast India?

An innocuous yet

complex question. Is it
essentially a 'political entity'
composed of eight states and bound
together by a status of 'official
recognition' from the state?Or is it a
region perceived as the 'last
remaining enchanted frontier' in
India to be approached with a mixed
feeling of awe and fear, (pictured in
popular culture as either a land of
extreme peace or violence)? For a
start, it is a region where South Asia
ends and Southeast Asia begins, a
region located at the tri-junction of
South, East and South FEast Asia.
Although it contains a mere 3.6
percent of country's total
population with only 7.6 percent of
land area it occupies a significant
status when it comes to cultural
richness with highly diverse terrain
and society with tremendous ethnic,
religious, and linguistic diversity.
Most importantly, it is a richness
crucial from the perspective of
ecology and geopolitics as well. In
the past couple of decades North
East India has emerged as an
important field of research bringing
together different disciplinary
lenses. Bodies of work have brought
new ways of understanding the
region's history, politics, culture,
society, ecologies and issues of
development. The region over the
years have received extraordinary
attention from the state as well,
ially in the light that the region
ly territory of India in which

matters relating to the planning,
execution and monitoring of
development projects. At the same
time , however, the continuous use
of draconian laws like AFSPA against
non-state armed groups has
resulted in extensive brutality. With
these contradictions, the region
remains one of the poorer
performers in country's
developmental indexes besides
continuing to be one of the most
politically volatile zones. How to
make sense of these developments
thatare seemingly contradictory?

A critical missing narrative

When you are away from your
homeland , the morning
newspapers becomes your window
into the lands left behind. At times a
nondescript news in some random
corner the papers gets etched into
your memory, shaking you up time
and again. This was one such such
occasion on an winter morning
sometime back : Ayoung person had
appeared for an Indian Army
Recruitment Rally in Tezpur, Assam.
Exhausted, perhaps malnourished,
he collapsed on the ground midway.
Only to be trampled to death by the
hundreds of other equally needy,
equally desperate runners, who kept
running over his fallen body.
Another life lost without the
slightest murmurs. Something
surely must be really wrong with our
times and our societies! Drowned in
the tropes and meta narratives of
'social conflicts', 'justice' and 'rights',
have we somewhere lost the

perspective to truly understand our

¢ Dr. Kaustubh De#z

own re: 2ns The call of the hour
here is o ok into the missing
narrati:

Author yh Ghosh's recentiy
lament ‘h “no body creates @
narrativ r nd climate change’
('The Gi ‘rangement: Climate
Change nc the Unthinkable’,
Penguin, 21¢ .Comingfromastate

like Assari: most of our sensibilities
are in a way attuned to a spectre of
conflict and devastations. A state
laced with the wrath of nature
accompanied by brutality of menon
men. These days grim images of
flood devastated Assam keeps
appearing on our TV screens, NEws
paper pages, social media portals
((although regrettably little on the
'national’ forums ). From the flooded@
plains to the bloodied streets, @
thread of despair often binds th_e
collective life in Assam. Perhaps it is
time for us to develop a narrative of
conflict from our shared
experiences of these various kinds
of tragedies, seemingly disparate
yet critically connected.

As per data more than 40 percent of
Assam's land surface is susceptible
to flood damage. Floods that alters
landscapes, displaces populations
and creates insecurities. In the long
run, conflicts thrive on mutual
insecurity, suspicion and
antagonisms between social groups.
In what looks like a near surreal
acknowledgement of this sordid
reality, the official portal of Assam
State Disaster Management bu‘ar@j
calls the flood as 'an annual eventin
the State of Assam.'Floods need tc
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be seen not only as a natural
Catastrophe but as a recurring social
phenomena in Assam, silently but
irreparably shaping up the social,
cultural, political contours of the
state for the past several decades. As
Per government records, the flood
proneareain Assam is four times the
national mark, 39.58 % against 10.2
;93: for the whole of India. An official
- report of the State Water “esource

Department states 12t 3,88476
nectares of land was st erosion
between 1954-2012 annual
rate of 8,000 hectare ans the
displacement of 9( ¢ amilies
living in 2534 village L us now
place alongside th zgering
figure another equ: v .turbing
piece of statistics. lor eastern
India that boasts nealy 4. percent

of the country's dense forests, and
contains one of the most bio-diverse
areas in the world has lost
approximately 548,440 hectares of
| tree cover—more than 3
percent—from 2001 through 2012
as per the data of Global Forest
Watch (GFW) . This was around 65
percent of the country's forest loss
and it happened in a region that
comprises just 7 percent of its land
area.
These two set of disasters are
crucially connected. As more and
imore people are moving away from
river banks, due to erosion and loss
of cultivable lands, complex
migration patterns are emerging
within the region. Given the volatile
identity discourse in the region,
violent conflicts over the issue of
‘rightful ownership' over natural
resources have come up fast. This
has become a story of entrapment
scripted in much blood and tear not
-' only of people from their
surrounding environment but also
of entrapment of people from
seople. Inthis context one candraw
rom Stockholm based Social

Anthropologist B.G. Karlsson's fine
book “ Unruly Hills-Nature and
Nation in India's Northeast”(
Berghan Books, 2011) where he
examines how India's northeast has
gradually turned into a ‘resource
frontier', most of the conflicts in
post colonial northeast being
related to issues of resource control
and the growing inability of the
people to interact meaningfully to
the ecological habitat. Besides, the
very test of one being an
'indigenous' is increasingly seen as a
capacity to command one's natural
habitat as more and more thereisa
growing understanding, as
environmental anthropologist and
historians like Gunnel Cederlof and
Kalayanakrishnan Sivarama
krishnan tells us that 'varieties of
nationalism are mediated and
constructed through reference to
the natural' (Ecological
Nationalisms: Nature, Livelihoods,
and Identities in South Asia, Seattle:
University of Washington Press,
2016).

An exodus significant
Consequently, when in the
northeast we are in the grip of a
frenzied discourse of ‘illegal'
migration or influx of outsiders,
what has been quietly but steadily
taking place is a substantial
outmigration. An exodus of some of
the best amongst us. Young people
from the eight states are coming in
ever larger numbers and making
certain niche for themselves in this
city that has developed a reputation
for hostility and racist intolerance.
Statistics shows that it is a ever
growing exodus. According to
reports, the annual average increase
in the number of migrationisaround
15 percent in last five years. Delhi is
one of the most preferred
destinations for North- East
migrants with almost half the

percentage of the migrants moving n

to the Capital city alone.
Besides the student population a

large number of working population

from the region have been migrating

to the metro cities too. Studies
shows that working population from

the northeast are engaged more in

the tertiary sectors like the service
industry. Another unique feature of

the northeast migration is that

unlike the migration form other 'low
income' states, bulk of the migratory
population from the northeast
region is not seasonal in nature or

not in the category of 'short term'
migrants (defined as 6-9 months).

One explanation is that compared to

the migrants from other parts of

India, the migrants from North East

are from better economic and
educational backgrounds. Thus the
migration is mostly aspirational with

some instances of forced conditions.

They result from a combination of '
push and pull factors. One of the key
push factor for young people leaving
the Northeast region remains the
question of employment, the lack of
the avenues in the region, specially
in the professional service sectors.
Decades of conflicts and violence,
have paradoxically co-exited
alongside the aspirational zeal of the
youth for a 'good life.' Only the
articulations of these have changed
with the opening up of the economy
and betterment of communication
channels across regions. Conflicts
then started acting as a prominent
push factor for young people leaving
theregion.

Migration from the Northeast to
other parts of India has ta
for decades, although give
distances and dramatic cultt
differences those ing

o e

o

« oAl




Bl cowil TS| wla] k0w

Northeast to work, and also study
often supported by this work, in
other parts of India. A survey
released by the North East Support
Centre and Helpline in early 2011
puts the number of migrants outside
the Northeast at 414,850.1010. The
same report cites a 12-fold increase
in migration out of the Northeast
from 2005 to 2011.
Networks of Solidarity and trust
American social scientist Charles
Tilly says that trust as a social
resource becomes primary when
people move from one place to
another. Perhaps in the context of
high level of discrimination faced by
the people of the region trust based
networks of solidarity amongst
people from the region has become
crucial and relevant. Various surveys
on discrimination against Northeast
people in the Delhi-NCR region puts
the percentage of the people having
experience of discrimination of
some form at an alarming
percentage of over seventy percent.
Almost all the cases cited in these
studies are cases of discrimination
on the ethnic/racial ground and the
major cause against such
discrimination, according to the
studies are prejudices and lack of
understanding of the Northeast. In
this light, one has seen strong
emergence of support networks for
people from the northeast in the
form of NGOs and other civil society
groupsin Delhi. The government too
seem to have accepted the logic of
tapping into the repository of
community trust and social capital
as there have been initiatives like
separate government helpline for

References:

people from the region as well as
special recruitment drive of Delhi
police to induct personals from the
northeast states 'for better handling
of crimes against people hailing
fromthe region.'

Positive take aways?

One hopes that just as the
experience of coming outside for
study and work exposes us to the
structures of intolerance like racism
and prompts and empowers us to
'speak up', it will also makes us
understand the importance of the
virtue of justice. In seeking justice
for ourselves in 'hostile' cities, we
cannot deny it in our own homes.
Therespectand just recognition that
we seem in the cities needs to be
extended to our backyards, to our
own 'migrants' , minorities,
marginalised and yes to the women.
Paradoxically it was Delhi which
being the much needed
Archimedean point (the
hypothetical vantage position), has
made possible the imagining and
envisioning of a resurgent vyet
inclusive northeast. When
northeast has become a house
divided into hundred sections, life
and living in the metros have made
possible the strengthening of
friendships across community, tribe,
ethnicity amongst the thousands of
its migrants living here. A perceptive
friend had once commented, no
matter how much we oppose the
centre and despise it, in the end it is
Delhi only that brings us together,
shapes our relationships, moulds
our love lives. | think it brilliantly
captures the tragedy and yet the
outshining beauty in our migrant

lives.A quick example that invoxe
hope is that some of the be=
experiments and new trenc

being initiated in art, culture, filsr

making etc in the region are bein
initiated by a generation that

gradually returning to their hom
bases after being enriched wit
substantial years of experient=
outsici

M 1

An or nar university student i
Assar 5 ither a rebel nor 2
confc st ut perhaps she is boti.
An at n ieeds to be made 10
unde e coexistence of the
seem ntradictory narratives
of pr: d participation in the
unfolc  :s  o-political discoursein
the N. -he st region through the
body ¢ its vouth, one of its most

articulate partakers. In the last two
decades or so, the growing sway of 2
globalised  worldview on the
region's youths/students is fairly
discernible. The last two decades
have transformed the NER in ways
incomprehensible to a previous
generation. Consequently alongside
the long standing narrative of
neglect an emerging narrative of
participation is felt too in the
region. Politics now has to make
space for the emergent aspirations
and ambitions of its participants; it
has to evolve into a platform for
voicing the grievances,
frustrations and demands of the lots
whose regional/local reality i
often deemed below their
'globalised' aspirations. A youth
centric approach that is
ecologically sensitive and
sustainable is the need of the
hour.

Bengt G. Karlsson, Unruly Hills. A Political Ecology of India’s Northeast, Berghahn Books, 2011,
Charles Tilly, TrustandRule, Cambridge University Press, 2005

| Cederlof and Kalayanakrishnan Sivarama Krishnan (Ed.). Ecological Nationalisms: Nature, Livelihoods,
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| Emergence of Linguistic Nationalism
| and formation of Assamese ldentity
| in Colonial Assam

~ In moder:  ical society, linguistic
nationalism with 1 notation of striving for
exclusivity of a sin ruage within an exclusive
geographical space < -ome to be an accepted
standard someho . Yet therein lay some
antraclictions between the struggles for exclusivity
within a so-called ‘mulucultural’ society. Colonial
Assam identified as the ‘melting pot’ of different
ethnic, linguistic and racial groups were drawn into a
struggle for recognition of group identities in the
matter of language and culture within the paradigm of
2 multi-ethnic  situation. However, the distinct
distinguishing features of the different groupsdo not
by themselves lead to the emergence of national
consciou sness. It emerges when a rising middle class,
bclonging to such a group steps in; to mediate and
instill class consciousness based on language thereby
demanding loyalty to the respective regional
nationalities in contrast to the allegiance to what is
Indian nationality formation. Social scientist
Amalendu Guha who expounded much on the theory
of nationality formation has defined one as ‘Little
Nationalism’ and the other as ‘Great Nationalism’
(Guha 1978). Through my work I propose to explore
into the history of the language movement and the
emergence of identity conflicts in 19* century Colonial
Assam. In the process, identifying the relation of
linguistic nationalism to ‘Little Nationalism’ I presume
that nationalism may have taken a back-seat to
- regionalism in post-Colonial Assam.

Provincial boundaries that were fixed !:h.tough;
thc regions in Colonial India were not dependant on

_ trauve convemencc and econormc ne

ional homogeneities but were based on

+ Dr. Moushumi Dutta Pathak

Presidency. It was on the 6 of February 1874 that
Assam proper, together with Cachar, Goalpara, Garo
Hills and other districts, for the first time after colonial
annexation, were siphoned out from Bengal by the
colonial rulers to form into a Chief Commissioner’s
province. But the new province was felt to have been
lacking in revenue potentialities. The colonial
authorities, for maximum utilisation of resources for
the fulfilment of their economic interest, decided to
incorporate the Bengali speaking district of Sylhet, an
integral part of Bengal historically, linguistically,
geographically and ethnically, into the new province of ]
Assam. Along with Sylhet, the district of Goalparatoo,
was transferred from Bengal to Assam. Thus the _
province that emerged in 1874 was an amalgam o f four |
disparate elements: (i) the pre-literate hill districts
speaking diverse tongues, (i) the five Assamese
speaking districts of the Brahmaputra Valley together
known as Assam proper, (iii) Goalpara of the same
Valley where the Bengali and Assamese ]
overlapped and (iv) Sylhet and Cachar- the tw
speaking districts of the Surma Valley. :
of Sylhet and Goalpara was crucial for Assam, m ;
for the reason that thc populatlon in S lhcx'- was
primarily Bengali speaking whereas the ;
Goalpara too spokc Bengali ( Iuha\_- 1988
appa.renr.ly economic and admini trative ne
again propelled the colonial rulers t
of the boundaries of Bengal andAsg._:
time by 1905 Not muc.hla !

§
;
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ed. 1977:177). When the idea came up for an elaborate
discussion at the official level in 1896, Sir William Ward,
the then Chief Commissioner of Assam, suggested
further the transfer of the districts of Dacca and
Mymensingh along with the Chittagong Division to
Assam. Ward’s proposal was revived by Bengal’s new
Lt. Governor Andrew Fraser in a note of 28 March
1903 and accepted by Viceroy Curzon in a minute on
territorial redistribution in India (1* June 1903) and
announced on 19- July 1905 (Sarkar1983:106). This
created the province of “Eastern Bengal and Assam”
on 16* October, 1905. Therefore, the political and
economic interests of the colonialists seemed to have
initiated a new dimension in the history of the region
The British occupation of Assam in 1826 and the
colonial policies that came to be implemented gradually
transformed the existent feudal economy to match the
colonial administration. This well-nigh opened the
floodgates of migration to meet the vacuum of labour
and skill that was created in the colonised economy. It
was the colonial administrative decision for
amalgamating the Bengali districts for administrative
convenience  that correspondingly resulted in the
inflow of the Bengali Hindus into the Brahmaputra
Valley. As a consequence, it resulted in an increased
interaction with the Bengali society and the
administration promoted the migraton of an
educated section of Bengali officers to Assam because
of the dearth of equipped officials to man the
~ administrative structure. By way of being the first
; ! templent of western education, the Bengali society
=G o zbt uﬂhscd for the state adrmmsttatlve

tobe mamlcd with the Bengali
the coiomal schools of Bcngal

identity and national consciousness,
:xep;:esentauon of Ana_ndaram Dhekial Phukan to

1997: xi). Language being a strong marker of group
identity and therein was found nations and nationalities
rallying over the issue of language. This became the
harbinger of a conscious struggle among the emerging
Assamese middle class. The introduction of the
Bengali language as the medium in Colonial Assam
proved to be one the major irritants in the Assamese-
Bengali polemic in the Brahmaputra Valley. (Goswam
1997:234; Borgohain 1979:20). Amalendu Guha,
trying to find out the sourc »f t! - community-conflict
between the Assamese arr  he  engalis, probed into
the gradual assertive - the locals (Guha
1980:1713). He pointed t  in the early British
period; the Bengalis do 1 the professions in
Assam (ibid.1980:1716). (¢ been existent an
organised middle class in art that point of time
this trend would have me itl  :iff resistance from
this class of people. But i+ be: 1ning of the British
rule saw the total absence o/ this ciass. 1t was only later
with the policies followed by the British administration
and the changes introduced by them that slowly led to
the emergence of new social forces that had been
factors responsible for the emergence of the middle
class in the last decades of the 19+ and early 20" century
(Sharma 1990:176-209). This emerging class of people
was instrumental in instilling an awareness of the
sense of deprivation within the Assamese mind in
the sphere of language, culture and job-centred
conflicts. The employment of the Bengalis came to be
considered an attack on the economic rights of the
local Assamese (Nag 1990:163). According to Sajal
Nag, the Assamese had to fight for supremacy with the
Bengali on most of the issues and especially the cultural
one, to be recognised as a full-fledged nationality, in
their drive to nationality formation within the colonial
system. The conflict though basically an economic one
was mediated through specific linguistic identities.

With the shaping of the Assamese
since the
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post-colonial elite, ignored the idea of Assam beinga  issue, the quest for Swadhin Asom that was put
 shared Asamiya homeland or a multicultural society  forward by the ULFA and citizenship rights post-INRC

(Dasgupta 2001:41). In their bid to strive for linguistic ~ mandate. They are all interwoven somewhere and to

nationalism, a section of the nationalists of the region  some extent with the issue of nationality-formation at

fot only sought for an introduction of the Official  the core and language at the periphery.

Language Act, 1960, but strove to impose the

Against this backdrop, this article

| :-‘\ssamcse language beyond the spheres of the plains seriously attempts to argue on the legitimacy of
‘ Le. the Brahmaputra Valley. This was resented in the Hngtﬁstil: nationalism that emerged in Colonial Assam
and culturally ‘different” Barak and moved onto the post-colonial period. Linguistic

| hills and linguisticalls
Valley. It correspond:

shrunk of the po
following ethnic a:
and Khasis; all of
their right to self-
independence. Thes
1 be solved throug
the region. Regi
protection and ling
secessionism and
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as responsible for the rapid o nalism was gradually found over the years to have ,
nial territory of  Assam eiolved into linguistic narcissism - a term that signifies
s by the Nagas, Mizos self-importance. The issue of language was responsible |

consequently demanded £, the emergence of identity conflicts. Therefore the |

on Dhemah. nation and understanding was that the struggle for nationality
-problems ultimately came g, mation does not entitle one to ignore the sensitive

zanization of the states in - jssue of individual group rights of other nationalities
demands of language  ithin the broad frame-work. Though Assam was ||
dentity thus gave way 0 nsidered a multicultural society but it also requires

i ration  (Misra 2001:78).  he recognition of the ‘private space’ of the indigenous
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1988

1993
1961

Conte r Assam is ve i ifoL ¥
' mporar} Assam is yot to overcome its strife - torn population.
existence which could be reflected through the Bodo
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A young dim
defeats her tall and
laurels for first tin
athleticsand a lumpi
isHima Das.

Another caus o

girl runs against time and
“ompetitors, brings great
ndia in an international
roat of many of us. The girl

lebration is the publishing
of the complete dr. t « the National Register of
Citizens. This is the first step towards going for a
resolution of the vexed foreigner’s problem, for which
more than a thousand of young Assamese lives were
snuffed out. It is balm for all the angst within us all our
wontand collective loss of years and the rightful space
inthe national growth and progress.

However | don’t know whether, we, as a
nationality well off and there is no concern for our
Sustainability ? For our progressinto the future ?

History however has a different tale to tell us,

the stakeholders and the individual members of the
greater Assamese nation, to which we better heed to.
A brief perusal of our history however speaks to the
contrary. A chain of events running parallel through
multiple timelines culminates in a time, ominous and
'_'discordant that hangs pall like all around us, here in
. Assam does not augur well for the this particular
nationality.

The hard truth is that we, the Assamese are,
the inheritors of a nation and a speaker of a language
that had been under siege, under threat, a stalemate,
‘that has continued for almost two centuries. The odds
are stacked against us and we have just survived by
hanging on by the skin of our teeth. But then are we
just survivors? Were we always thus? Perhaps an
u iderstanding of our roots would give us the right
perspective. It is imperative to have proper bearing on
ur rich history and get inspired to have a sense of
nglngness to the fabric of the Assamese, cuttlng

Searching Heroes
and Icons of Our Land.

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

¢+ Samrat Bora

The genesis of all this lies in one event in
history- the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826, when our
Assamese ancestors found that the rug had virtually
been shaken out of their feet. The death knell had of
our six century old Monarchy had been sounded. And
our motherland had come under the British rule. And
about ten years later we lost our mother tongue too.
Bengali had been imposed by the British, at the behest
of the administrative assistants brought from Bengal,
who presented a case before the British masters,
thereby inaccurately projecting Assamese as a
derivative an apabhrangsha of Bengali. Thus adarkage
in Assam descended, where the official language
became Bengali and it was introduced in schools as the
main language. Politically and otherwise we had the
misfortune of having a chronology of routs, one after
another, a near subjugation. Thus far, attempts,
though not feeble have been made but they aren“t very
successful and we have failed to come out of this
impasse, this collective ignominy.

It was only much later we rightfully got our
language back due to indefatigable efforts of a host of
Assamese literary stalwarts namely Anandaram
Dhekial Phukan, Gunabhiram Barua, Hemchandra
Barua, Nidhi Levai Phadoowal along with Miles
Bronson, Nathan Brown, Oliver T Cutter and William &
Ward, all being Baptist Missionaries of America. There "
untiring efforts of writing various essays in the the
Bapstist published Orunudoi ushered in a new ageof

<4

astrology and local trivia. Hlstorl '
Buranjl, Purani Asom Buranjl, ;
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Age.

And these men who made it possible ?
Anandaram Dhekial Phukan and Maniram Dewan’s
representation to AJ Moffat Mills when he was on a
tour to gaze the economy of Assam. The Dewan had
advocated strongly for the restoration of the monarchy
and he complained how Assamese youth were not
worthily employed while inhabitants of Marwars and
Bengalese from Syhet were appointed as revenue
collectors. Dhekial Phukan petitioned Mills how
education was being imparted in a foreign language
which was understood neither by the students but nor
bythe teachers.

“I would strongly recommend Anandaram
Dhekial Phukan’s proposition to the favourable
consideration of the Council of Education, viz., the
substitution of the vernacular language in lieu of
Bengalee, and completion of the course of the
Vernacular education in Bengalee. | feel persuaded
that a youth will, under this system of tuition, learn
more in two than he now acquires in four years. An
English youth is not taught in Latin until he is well
grounded in English, and in the same manner, an
Assamese should not be taught in a foreign language
until he knows his own.”Mills whole heartedly
supported Dhekial Phukans’ proposal and had opined
that...the people complain, and in my opinion with
much reason, of the substitution of Bengalee for the
Vernacular Assamese. Bengalee is the language of the
court, not of their popular books and Shashtras, and
there is a strong prejudice to its general use.
..Assamese, as described by Mr. Brown, the best
scholar in the province, was a beautiful, simple
language, differing in more respects from, than
agreeing with, Bengalee, and | think we made a great
mistake in directing that all business should be
transacted in Bengalee, and that the Assamese must
acquire it. It is too late now to retrace our steps, but |
would strongly recommend Anandaram Phukan'’s
proposition to the favourable consideration of the
Council of Education, viz., the substitution of the
vernacular language in lieu of Bengalee, and
completion of the course of the Vernacular education

_in Bengalee. | feel persuaded that a youth will, under
i this system of tuition, learn more in two than he now
- res in four years. An English youth is not taught in

Whose Are they not our heroes who sacrificed
whatever they had for our cause ? Or for that matter
the language enthusiasts and promoters in Jonakiage?
After the closure of the Baptist Missionaries Orunudoi
magazine the Jonaki magazine was published from
Calcutta in 1889 by the Pravasi Assamese students.
This was financed by a rich Assamese gentleman and
writer Chandra Kanta Agarwala, and greats like
Hemchandra Goswami, Lakhinath Bezbaruah,
Raghunath Choudhury, Kai .alak-nta Bhattacharyys,
Devakanta Baruah, Padr na Gohain Baruah,
Satyanath Bora, Kanak La Ananda Chandra
Agarwala, Ambikagiri Royc y were associated
with it.

These are the her
language back.

What about our «

historical greats, the kings, - - tary commanders,
strategists, the tacticians tha. ros up to the occasion
took this land and its people to exaiied heights.
The great Kamrupa Emperor, Kumar Bhaskar Barman
under whose reign the frontiers of this land was
extended right upto the present day Bay of Bengal on
the south and the Kosi river in the West. How can one
forget this great hero ? Or for that matter the great
Khen King Prithu of Kamrup who decimated the
hoardes of Bakhtyar Khilji, the same Khilji who had
destroyed Nalanda, burnt its libraries and massacred
the monks and who with only seventeen horsemen
defeated Lakshman Sen of Liknahwaty (Present Day
Navadweep).

Swargadeo Swarganarayan or Suhungmung’s
great stand against the Turko Bengali invaders from
Bengal, namely the Great Vizier, later the commander
Bit Malik, and Turbak, and they were ultimately chased
up to Karotaya river, so many times. Burha Roja Pratap
Singha, and his strategy against the Mughals with his
thousand elephants, shocked and awed the invaders.
Later Lachit Borphukan and Aton Buragohain’s fight at
Rangamahal and Saraighat in Guwahati and ultimately
Swargadeo Rudra Singha totally anhilated the Mughal
for once and for all, and driving them out. Had not
Rudra Singha die due to small pox in the Nilachal hills,
he would have attacked Delhi empire, for which, he
had readied a force four hundred thousand soldiers,
comprising of the Ahoms and their allies — the Koch,
the Kacharis, the Miris, the Karbis, the Lalungs, the
Jayantias, the Khasis, the Tripuris, the Bhutias and
other such tribes from the hills. i

/hom we got the

.:roes the shining
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From time to time such leaders have sprung

th and have marshaled the masses by galvanizing
'Sir spirit. For masses without such leaders are
<eped in mediocrity. And thus the stories of such
=roes need to be told and retold to our children and
'®ir children, to instill in them the spirit of
2tionalism.
; Unfortunately our new generation have no
‘®a about our rich heritage and history for no fault of
'8ir own. For history ¢ =specially Assam history and
=Ography have been ali .0os' =moved from the school
rllabus of the board 2 {,  iny of the schools have
?me under CBSE whict ‘v 1 distorted and negative
&w on the history of d. As such many of our
suthwho are studying rking elsewhere are not
#are of our rich ident ' they have no sense of
elongingness, no sens o ide in being Assamese.
utthen the questionic o as a nation ( Assamese)
gedsuchheroesandic s

“Tell me your heroes said Warren Buffet “And
wouldtellyou how your life will end up”
erhaps to have national heroes and icons are very
_‘nportantfor a nationality to reach its place in history,
ne hallowed heights. The best example we can follow
5 that of the Israel. Birth of Israel as a nation is only
round seventy years. And they had perhaps only a
12ndful of national heroes, but they looked up to the
feofthe heroes mentioned in the Tanakh, the Hebrew
ile, as codified in the first five books, the Torah and in
he oral Talmud. They regaled in the stories of
\braham, Samson, David and the Goliath the Philistini
iant, Solomon, Moses and Simon Bar Kokhba.

Through out the ages the Israelis have been
ersecuted by various kings and especially the Roman
mperor Hadrian and Rome backed Herod. But it is
heir firm belief in their Messianic leaders that they
ave bounced back and strived after the pogroms
miass genocide) after pogrom at great intervals over
housands of years. The last pogrom being that of the
olocaustin the Second World War by Nazi party led by
dolf Hitler.

However with their belief these Rabbinic
eroes, the Israelis have built up such a robust
ationalism that they stand tall amidst a sea of
stilities in that part of the world.

if we study history we would see that Assamese as a

We too should learn from Israel and the Israelis

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

nation have stood up the test of time whenever we
have united, as a combined kaleidoscope of various
tribes and castes we have prevailed upon our enemies.
However it is because of the leadership of our heroes
that we have triumphed. The fabric of our nationalism
have to be woven around such heroes and great men.
The gods of fable are no different from the lives of such
men. This we should show to our youth and inspire
them embellish their collective consciousness with
these theologies of the great religions and their heroes
for the search after the great should actually be the
dream of the young minds, the most serious profession
of manhood. The veracity of heroes and such greats
make the earth complete.

Life is engaging and endurable because of our
belief in such heroes and their deeds of valour and the
society they lived in. Thus great historians and
philosopher like Plutarch has extolled the lives of the
elites and braves of Greece and Rome in Parallel Lives.

He was extolling the influence of such greats on thelife

and destinies of others. For he truthfully believed that

it gives one asense of mooring, a purpose and defining

of their frame of actions. His eulogies of such men

were mainly ethical so that even much later we name

our children and our lands after them and thereby ‘
getting their names and lives immortalized as they are :
wrought into the verbs of language and our histarical
and cultural ethos are filled with their deeds of
heroism and anecdotes.

But what of a society very much like our own
that possess not the skills and devices for setting apart
the heroes from celebrities. Erroneously many
youngsters think that heroes and icons are
synonymous with celebrities. Their idols are those
gracing the silver screen and they emulate the latter.
This trend needs to be countered. »”

We need the stories to be retold through literary and
cultural mediums like story books and historical novels
and novellas along with plays and cinema that neg_d;
be exhiblted on their anniversa fes or su
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Role of Extension Service

Agriculture and allied activities is the
major contributor to the economy of Assam as
well as the major source of livelihood to a
significant proportion of the population of the
state. This sector provides employment to more
than 53 percent of the workforce and continues
to support more than 70 percent of the
population directly or indirectly. With the
increasing pressure of population, food security
is now the top most priority and the State
Agriculture Department is giving focus to
increase food grains production. While,
agricultural production in an economy can be
increased through expansion of cultivable area
and through more productive utilisation of land
already under cultivation; so both extensive and
intensive methods of cultivation are necessary
to enhance production as well as productivity.
Accordingly, State Agriculture Department has
prioritised optimum and efficient use of
available resources to enhance production and
productivity by hamessing the best in frontier
technologies. Technological breakthrough
contributes to productivity and output growth by
extending the production possibility frontier.

in Transforming Agriculture ir /. ssam

+ Dr. Rai J ti Bezbaruah

adoption of modern farming technology, use of
HY Vs, nutrient and pest management, post-
harvest management and marketing of produce
in competitive environment. Agricultural
research brings out these innovations from the
lab and agricultural extension service provides
these valuable inputs to the farming community
from ‘lab to land’. So extension service has
significant role to play in developing the overall
scenario of agriculture. Basically in a
developing country like India, extension service
provisioning is still a public good though private
player and agents are active in the segment.
Agricultural extension or agricultural advisory
services, comprises the entire set of institutional
arrangements that support people engaged in
agricultural production and facilitate their
efforts to solve farm related problems; link to
markets and other stakeholders in the
agricultural value chain; and obtain knowledge,
skills and technologies to improve their
livelihoods. Both Union and State governments
have insisted on Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) mode of extension through policy
formation to enhance the performance of

While such breakthroughs are production agricultural extension. Currently ATMA
protracted research, formal and informal, their (Agricultural Technology Management
successful and extensive deployment in the Agency) mode of extension service iIs In
PPaCﬁéﬂl task of farming requires an active role operation in all the line departments of
ofextension service. ' '

Agricultural transformation requires etc.

) 150 A

Agriculture, Fishery, and Animal Husbandry
in the State. VLEW (Village Level
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=\tension Worker) is the principal agent of spreading
“rm related knowledge to the farmers. Among the
:?ﬂ\'ate. extension service providers, Input Dealers are
“3pturing the farmers.

The mid-term appraisal of the 10th five year
;‘f:ip showed dismal performance of the Indian
“gnculture. The 11th five year plan document stated
that uneven and slow deve lopment of technology and
~imultfme0uﬂy inefficient use of existing technology
|’umderLd the path of « zric :ltural development in the
jeountry, Soextension: 1c! eryis still underutilised. It
3)50 brings out that frc li demonstrations of various
epartments provide evidence of large gaps
|oetween what woulc »een attained at farmers’
Ilelds. with the adopt mproved technology and
‘~ hat is obtained with ting practices followed by
|=fln‘ fal?[]lErS. Howeve it .rongly argues for public
 eXtension which m: vital for realisation of
demonstration trial yi |ds ( farmers’ field on a large
._icale. The document j:0in= out that extension activity
in India are viewed as “revenue generating 'rather than
service delivery mechanism .

Two vital interrelated problems still remain
unsolved in India- coverage of small farmers and role
and effectiveness of small farmers in agriculture. The
problem of food security and agricultural growth can
_Gnly be solved if small farmers’ farm output is
mcre‘ased. And in that case extension services and
s-peCtﬁcally public extension hayve major role to play as
t?w private sector is motivated by profit and at the same
um? small farmers may not be able to pay for their
advice. Similar is the case for our state Assam as well.
The net cultivated area of the State is 28.11 lakh
hectares which is about 88 percent of the total land
available for cultivation in the State. However, the
average operational holding is 1.10 hectare only and
more than 85 percent of the farm family is small and
marginal farmers (Economic Survey, 2015-16). Again,
there is a declining trend in the contribution of
agriculture to the State economy though it is still the
principal occupation of the majority of the rural
population in the State both in terms of employment and
livelihood. So, under such circumstances, the resource
poor farmers should get proper attention from the
Government agency so that their livelihoods do not

suffer and food grains production can be enhanced.
Better penetration and percolation among those small
and marginal farmers of extension agency can serve the
purpose.

Agricultural Technology Management Agency |
(ATMA) mode of extension service is operational in the J
State from 2005-06 with the objective of ‘
decentralisation of extension delivery system in terms .
of bringing all extension service providers under one ‘
umbrella with the involvement of farmers to input
dealers, Panchayati Raj Institutions, Agriprenuers,

NGOs, etc. it aims at Public Private Partnership (PPP)

to bring a ‘farmer-led’, ‘demand-driven’ extension
system. ATMA envisages larger coverage of farmers

under demonstration programme of proven technology,
organising training programme, emphasising
Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) and Integrated

Pest Management (IPM), delivering Field Day Visit,
enhancement of market extension service and various

other of activities. But in practical field of farming,
extension service fails miserably as it is still unable to

cover the resource poor farmers in the State. The
extension system has bypassed this section of farmers.
Another interesting fact is that private extension service
providers like input dealers or traders has captured a

sizable proportion of farmers in Assam. Since input .
dealers or traders are generally guided by profit motive,
their increasing role as extension service provider
should not be left unnoticed by Government Agency.
Though ATMA envisages strong linkage between
public sector extension service providers and private
market players like input dealers under Public-Private-
Partnership (PPP) mode of management (concept of the
Govermnment), public extension machinery should not
play the role of second fiddle. Though temporality,
advice of input dealer on fertiliser application, nutrient
addition, and pest management may yield satisfactory
results, in the long run, it may not be sustainable. So,
there should be some guiding norms and momtormg

public-private partnershlp mode of ﬁmctmmng of
extension service. To sum up, in our country spendmg's ‘
on agriculture for irrigation, crop insurance, :
activities, extension etc. has been on mcreas
but outcome is a matter of concern. :
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LIGHT POLLUTION
AND HUMAN HEALTH

The World is more beautiful because
we see it. The cacophony of the wilderness
will be impossible to enjoy if we do not see
the surroundings from where the sound
comes. The 24-hour circadian clock affects
the physiological processes of all organisms
including human beings. The effect of light
has a significant role in controlling brain
Wave patterns, melatonin hormone
production, cell regulation other daily
activities. Any disruption of these rhythms
can result in disorders like depression,
insomnia, cancer, cardio-vascular disease
and other related problems. In 2012, the
American Medical Association has
recognised light at night as a carcinogen and

ahealthrisk .
Today, environmentalists all over the
world consider light pollution as one of the

fastest growing and pandemic forms of

environmental pollution. In 1879,
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+ Dr.Chhandashree Bhuyan

pose to be a health hazard. As suggested by
Richard Stevens, Professor and cancer
epidemiologist, the disruption of circadian
rhythms due to light pollution needs further
scientific research. We are well versed with
the fact that melatonin keeps us healthy. It
has antioxidant properties, lowers
cholesterol and helps proper functioning of
our endocrine glands. Experts at Harvard
Medical School is concerned about the blue
light which could be at odds with personal
life since this blue light has adverse health
effects although humankind’
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cancers, obesity and early onset
diabetes has mirrored the
dramatic change in the amount
and pattern of artificial light
generated during the day and night
in modern societies over recent
decades.

Light at night definitely hampers
the melatonin secretion.
Melatonin is produced at night by
the pineal gland and helps to
regulate the body’s biological
clock. Today there is a marked
nocturnal decrease in melatonin
production levels in human beings.
This is linked to the decrease in the
body’s production of oestrogen
which increases the susceptibility
to cancer. Various studies showed
results that co-relates outdoor
artificial light at night and
incidence of breast cancer.

A 2016 study at Israel found that
light pollution can interfere with
sleep patterns. Researchers found

Resources

that people who live in urban areas
with strong outdoor lighting were
6 percent more likely to have less
than 6 hours of rest at night
compared to those who live in
areas with less intense lights at
night. Scientists have warned that
with rising light pollution, the
difference between night and day
is minimised. This fact has
profound consequences with
regard to human health as
published in the journal, Science
Advances. Reportedly, artificially
lit area of the Earth’s surface grew
by 2.2 percent per year in 2012 to
2016 which means there is a

radiance growth of 1.8 percent per
year.

Suggestive measures to reduce
light pollution have been pouring
in like the rays of light. Our society
has to revert back to the traditional
candles and ‘diyas’ in place of
artificial lights. The street lights

« City lighting boosts pollution. BBC news 2010
4 International Dark sky Association

# Light nuisance. Institution of Light Engineers
#5 Lighting Research Centre develops Framework for assessing Light Pollution,2008

# Nighttime photochemistry

& Towards good practice, lighting in the countryside, January 2008

should preferably face down or
should have upper shades so that
minimum light reflects back to the
sky. Training ourselves and
teaching our future generations to
minimise the use of unnecessary

lights is = must. Street lights can
also havi aur ‘matic systems to
switch tf w~hen natural light
setsin. ' re 3ht pollution rises
like the ¢ 'ms of pollutions,
there sh¢ k. sxtensive creation
of awarei yngst us. We need
to minin harm from the
blue light: n ¢ r homes, choose
the right iulb and download a

colour temperature App that gives
cool colour during the day and

warm light at night.
Let us all concentrate on the

phrase advocated by the American
Medical Association Council on
Science and Public Health (2012)
which says “Many species
(including humans) need darkness
to survive and thrive”.

Dr. Chhandashree Bhuyan: Associate Professor and
Head, Department of Zoology, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
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ANAEMIA:
AT 1/ JOR PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM-

C: 4¢ :s and Management in Indian Context

+ Dr. Jatin Sarmah

Introduction :

Anaemia is a public health problem with worldwide occurrence which is associated with an
increased risk of mortality and morbidity among infants, children and pregnant women. Like the
other developing countries of the World, it is the biggest public health problem in India. In certain
tribal dominated districts of North-East India the occurrence is highest in the entire world! According
to a recent estimate of World Health Organisation, 57-80% anaemia cases are reported from
different parts of India. Multiple causes of the disease exist and diagnosed in routine clinical practice
forthe disease.

In infants (male and female), it is defined as a haemoglobin (Hb) concentration of less than
11.0 gram per deciliter of blood. In adults, it is less than 12 gm/dl and 13 gm/dl of blood in female and
male respectively. The common causes include iron deficiency, vitamin deficiency, worm
infestations, genetic disorder and inflammatory diseases. Recent researches indicate kidney

ailments and thyroid disorders too as causes.

Etiology of Nutritional Anaemia substances for a few days or wi

Although many nutrients are involved in showa'nyimmediate.-swgmgtb_!:g; - : I;.
the red blood cell production as well as :
haemoglobin, deficiency of iron inthe foodisthe  Role of Iron
most common cause for nutritional anaemia all
over the world. Deficiency of Folic Acid and
Vitamin B12 are the two other important
nutrients which causes nutritional anaemia.
Deficiency of protein in diet may also be a cause.
These substances play direct or mdlre '
constitutional roles in the me of durin,
formation of haemoglobm | '

--------
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mothers have more iron requirements. Pregnant
mothers need 1000mg extra iron in the whole period
of pregnancy. This demand is very high during the
second half when about 6 mg of iron needs to be
supplemented daily. Pregnant women who donot have
sufficientironin the food needs to be supplemented to
avoid iron deficiency anaemia. Insufficiency in mothers
have serious effects in the baby in terms of cognition,
intellectual, mental and physical development later on
in their life. Lactating mothers loss 0.2 mg of iron in the
breast milk daily.

How Ironis absorbed ?

The amount of iron absorbed from the food is
dependent on the iron store status of a person. Lower
the store, greater is the absorption from dietary and
therapeutic iron. Dietary iron is discussed in two
terms-haem iron from animal products and non haem
from vegetables, cereals etc. Haem iron is absorbed by
the body up to 22% whereas non haem iron is
absorbed up to 6% only. The status of absorption of
iron is dependent on few other factors like ascorbic
acid increases but phytates, tannins, caffeine and
coconut milk decreases. Recently; a protein “Hepcidin”
is discovered which is known to inhibit iron absorption
in different physiologic conditions. Similarly; a gene
termed as “TMPRSS6” is also known to influence iron
absorption in certain population of the world.

" Roleo

~ Folateis stored in many tissues of the body but
the liver. Well nourished adults store
ount of folate to meet the demand for up
bsence of dietary intake. Folate is also

' h and pregnancy; its
. Folate is present in

ray u

by short duration iron therapy. If untreated, this may
lead to iron deficiency anaemia which has severe
health implications. In pregnancy; severe anaemia is
associated with premature delivery, increased fetal
and maternal mortality and lower birth weight.

Determination of the extent of the problem
Simplest and easiest way to measure Hb
concentration in blood are dor: by i sing haemometer
or spectrophotometrically . mocue method.
Additionally, serum ferri < um transferrin

concentrations are studied t oy he status of iron
storage in the body. Microsc al. oo; studying the
red cell structure gives an al  iea of nature of
anaemia. Different biochemi.  2:  r ELISA (Enzyme

Linked Immunosorbant Ass oF
performed to know serum ate 'nd vitamin B12
concentration. Basically these test: are sufficient to
detect anaemia due to any types of nutritional
deficiencies. However; there may be some other
causes for anemia like-malaria, worm infestations,
thyroid disorder, immunological disorders etc, which
require specific tests case-wise.

'«d methods are

Available Interventions

Measures available to control nutrition related
anaemia may be broadly considered as-

-Therapeutic supplementation in the form of iron-folic
acid combinations are provided to high school
children, adolescents and pregnant mothers in
Government hospitals at free of cost.

-Fortification of the dietis a good household option.
-Parasite control mainly by following de-worming time
totime.

-Educational campaigns are done by the
Governmental agencies and hospitals.

Hereditary Haemoglobino pathies as a factor of

‘Anaemia-

Although nutritional causes of anaemia is a

common; genetic factors for abnormal structure of
‘oxygen transportlng protein, haemoglob in is a serious
_'-concern in many populations around the World The'
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nthesizing gene has been detected. Sickle Cell
seases (sickle cell anaemia), +- thalassemia, 2-
3lassemia are frequently encountered examples of
*&moglobinopathies reported from India. Around 2%
1d 3% of global populations are heterozygous for
<kle cell anaemia and 2- thalassemia respectively. In
2rtain pockets of Bihar, /harkhand, Odisha, Madhya
radesh and Chattishgarh « e occurrence of sickle cell
Naemia is 18-20% S :ilarly; among different
'Opulations of Nort E .ern parts of India, the
Ncidenceof %-thalas: mi :12-15%.

3enetics of Haemogl:
Haemoglobin 1
xygen from lungs to 's¢

athies
protein which transports
s and CO2 in reverse. It is
Ocated inside of the ec Iood cells of blood. In an
2dult person, this protzin .- made up of four subunits-
two +-and two 2-subunits or -subunits. In fetus and up
to the age of six months of age, *-subunits are found in
2 haemoglobin protein in place of >-subunits. Thus; till
& months of age of a baby, the haemoglobin protein is
made up of two +- and two 3-subunits (+2 32). This form
‘of haemoglobin is known as HbF (Fetal Haemoglobin).
Gradually; *-subunits are replaced by 2-subunits and in
SOme cases by ‘-subunits. Therefore, in adults it is
Adult Haemoglobin or HbA (+2 22) or HbA2 (2 * 2).
After six months of age the HbA predominates
completely, making upto 95% of total cellular Hb, while
Hb A2 is 2-3% and HbF levels are 0-2%. The genes for
formation of +-subunit is located in the chromosome
if and for >-subunits or ‘-subunits is at chromosome
Haemoglobinopathies are the result of
mutations (deletion or change of order of nitrogenous
bases of DNA in RBC forming cells) that affect the
globin genes and can be classified into two major
groups-structural alterations, which forms anomalous
Hb variants (like Hb E, Hb D, Hb Punjab etc.) and

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION b

‘around the globe is an

jnthesis alterations or thalassemias. These

resistance to Plasmodium falciparum for the person
and so offers increased survival. In malaria endemic
regions of North East India, the haemoglobinopathy
gene mutationsare in high frequencies.

Common methods of diagnosis of Haemoglob

inopathies
During the routine experiment for Hb

percentage, the persons with Haemoglobinopathies
show lower than the normal Hb percentage. The other
parameters like Mean Corpuscular Volume (MCV),
Mean Cell Haemoglobin (MCH), Mean Corpuscular
Haemoglobin Concentration (MCHC) from
haematology analyser based study are taken into
consideration. Any abnormalities detected in these
two steps suggests for tests like HPLC based Hb Typing
and/or for confirmation Hb electrophoresis.
Haemoglobinopathy is confirmed by analyzing the
results of levels of HbA, Hb A2 and HbF in blood during
Hb Typing and electrophoresis.

The Sickle Cell Anaemia as well as different
forms of Thalassemia has severe clinical complications
including heart failure, kidney disease, infertility,
growth retardation, bone abnormalities,
splenomegaly etc. On the other hand, chronic
treatment with iron chelation therapy or blood
transfusion leads to iron overload in vital tissues or

organs which may lead to death.

Management of Haemoglobinopathies
In the last two decades or so, a

has been made in the manageme
the severity, complexity an  Sp
most common genetic |

‘medicine and science.
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ASSAM AND THE CHANGING CLIMATE

¢ Rizwan Uz Zaman

Assam is one of the eight North-Eastern states
of India, sharing international borders with Bangladesh
and Bhutan. It is a biodiversity hotspot being a part of
Eastern Himalayan Biodiversity region and hasthe
mighty Brahmaputra flowing through the
state,endowing the land with fertile soil. As a result,
86% of its population thrives on agriculture and forest
produce. It is surrounded by the Northern Himalayas,
Hills of Karbi Anglong, North Cachar, Khasi-Garo Hills;
which engulfs the plains better known as the
Brahmaputra Valley & the Barak Valley. The state is
known for its abundant forest area which covers almost
36% of its total area. The south-west monsoon
bringsheavy rainfall across the length of the state,
which results in flooding in the plains. Meandering
river Brahmaputra and recurrent floods have led to
widespread damages over the years. However,
communities residing in these regions continue to

and unregulated change in land use, the state
government is strengthening measures to maintain the
ecological balance, working towards development that
ensure sustainability for its population.

While addressing issues on maintaining
ecological balance, it is important to take into
consideration the changing climate pattern in Assam. It
has been observed that the annual mean temperature
in Assam has increased by 0.59°C and the annual rainfall
has decreased by -2.96 mm per year, during the period
between 1951-2010. Similarly, there has been
increasing incidences of extreme rainfall events in the
state, which has made the state more vulnerable to
floods. Further, projection studies also indicate an
increase of total drought weeks by 75% from the
baseline in all districts except the southern ones. Long-
term historical data-based study on rainfall pattern of
the state also indicates a significant decreasing trend of

annual as well as monsoonal rainfall in the state, with
altered distribution of rainfall within and across the
seasons. This will directly impact the agrarian economy,
forcing changes in the sowing and harvesting season of
several crops, reducing agriculture production in state
significantly. This is in fact a national concern wit-h
climate change being projected to impact other statesin

adapt to flood and erosion hazards using their
indigenous knowledge on coping with natural changes.
Annual disasters can damage development initiatives,
and in agrarian economies like that of Assam, it is
imperative to place governance mechanisms that
minimize loss and ensure sustainable growth.
Acknowledging continued deforestation of forest areas
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the country alike. In order to tackle climate change and
join the global movement towards it, India has ratified
the paris Agreement & United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Taking in-
house initiatives, India established the Prime
Minister's Council on Climate Change (PMCCC), under
which the National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) was z ‘opted in 2008.The PM also directed all
the states to © mulate their state-specific action plans

for tackling imate change in alignment with the
NAPCC. ic dingly, Govt. of Assam prepared and
adopte: State Action Plan on Climate Change
(SAPCC 15-2020 in November, 2015. The state
action ,|  enlists 162 strategies in the following thrust
dareas - ,ustainable Livelihood, Natural Disasters,
Healt , jio-resources, Urban Planning and Energy. The

SAP(( thus indicates the most important areas of
nte ‘'vention for building climate resilience in the state
ana acts as a guiding document for the state
departments to formulate projects and initiatives that
include actions for climate change adaptation.

Action on Climate Today (ACT) - Climate
Chiange Innovation Programme (CCIP) has been
wol L ng with the Government of Assam since October

201 nd supported the state in developing the SAPCC
inclui g the restructuring and financial projections
for ir lementation. CCIP is a Department for

Internz ‘onal Development (DFID), UK funded

program e, active in six Indian states, through a

multi-bilateral MoU between Ministry of Environment

Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC), Govt. of India to

provide technical support towards building climate
resilience in these state. Since SAPCC, ACT-CCIP has
provided support towards reviewing the Renewable
Energy Policy of Assam, to enhance the renewable
energy sector in the state and supported the
Environment & Forest Department in accessing funds
for management of the Kaziranga National Park
Ecosystem.

Working in collaboration with the state
departments, the programme prioritized keys areas for
climate action and initiated flagship projects to
support the stakeholder departments inbuilding
resilience of these sectors. The main projects in
progress are, the programmes initiative on Climate
Resilient Flood Management for Cities along
Brahmaputra and Barak in collaboration with Assam
St—ate Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA),
Climate Resilient Agriculture through Value Chain
Ap[?roach in collaboration with Department of
Agriculture and Mainstreaming of Climate Finance for

>4
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implementation of SAPCC actions in collaboration with
the Department of Finance. The knowledge product
through these projects intend to directly inform and
strengthen government initiatives in the project areas
and as the next phase, the programme will support the
stakeholder departments in embedding the adopted
tools and products in the governance system.

The ASAPCC has identified a special purpose
vehicle, Assam Climate Change Management Society
to support the implementation of climate action and
inter-departmental coordination in the state. The
programme has supported the nodal department in
establishing the society.The society will act as an
interface between the line departments, State
government and domestic &international funding
agencies providing financial and technical assistance
for implementation of SAPCC strategies and other
climate change actions. The society will be

instrumental in—
e Implementation of the ASAPCC strategies & regular
update of the state action plan
e Facilitating implementation of India's
commitments to UNFCCC as well as accomplishing
the NAPCC targets and requirements
e Integrating climate change adaptation to the state
planning process
e« Formulation of a monitoring & evaluation network
toassess the progress of adaptation actions
e Capacity building and knowledge management of
the stakeholders etc.
Various state departments have been taking up
actions for adaptation planning in their respective
areas. In a significant step towards reducing the carbon
footprint of Assam, the state government has decided
to develop Maijuli as the “carbon neutral” district. Not
only that, the state has also specified climate change
impact management as an important step in the state
vision document towards sustainable development
goals. Further, the Department of Agriculture has also
proposed to develop Majuli as the organic agriculture
hub, which will help towards developing climate
resilience in the island district, one of the most flood-
affected areas of Assam. Similarly, several initiatives

are also being taken up by the Science &

Technology Department of the state government for
increasing awareness towards climate ck
planning. Assam Science Technolo E

Council has been recognised
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climate change adaptation. Assam Energy
Development Agency, the state nodal agency for
renewable energy has also been taking several steps
towards increasing renewable energy share in
different parts of the state, more specifically in
marginal and remote areas. The state has
incorporated the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG), established by the UN, and developed an Assam
Vision Document 2030. A comprehensive strategy
paper and action plan has been developed to identify
departmental targets for achieving the visionin

compliance with climate change action for combined
benefits.

broader outlook towards emerging evidences on other
sectors which are also being impacted by climate
change, e.g., the sericulture sector and initiatives that
were not a part of the plan previously. The revision will
see gender concerns due to climate change,
community-based water management initiatives
towards building resilience in the state being included
in the revised version.

Climate change, is invariably, a threat towards the
socio-economic progress, food security and overall
development of a state like Assam. However, the state
is capable of surviving climate change adversities,

provided rational and r-ed-hased strategies areé

The state is currently in the process to review adopted and implemen: | it time. Science and

its SAPCC for its climate change initiatives beyond technology-based inno o adequate policy
2020. Although ASAPCC strategies have initiated the formulation and implem it of actions at local
adaptation planning process in the state, it is crucial to level, oriented towards ‘e 4| utilization of the
keep aligning strategies with changing government state's potential is the n¢ o e hour for building

plans to avoid duplication of initiatives for maximum

climate resilience in the st:
benefit in the available resources. This will allow a

Rizwan Uz Zaman: State Team Leader, Climate Change Innovation Prc
and Partner, Mugammal
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Sustainable Development:

A Social, Economic
and Environmental Symbiosis

+ Anindita Deka

Sustainability, as delineated in the Brundtland report, WCED,1987, is a development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. It can be briefly interpreted as “persisting development,” guaranteeing fruitful
balance between economic growth, environmental concern and social well-being.

The plight of the ecological crisis around the end of the 20th century led to the emergence
of the proposition of sustainable development, in the pretext of urgent inculcation of awareness
among the masses. During the period of Industrial revolution human societies were progressing
along with economic growth and material advancement. Notions flourished that domination of
nature and transforming itinto consumer goods was cogent and it was considered quite rational to
ravage the landscape to reap vertex economic production. Only industrial goods in market were

narked valuable. However, the fruits of industrialization were reaped only by the industrial

ountries causing disparity in distribution of wealth that widened the gap between the rich and the
poor. Another major issue associated, that was earlier overshadowed, was environmental quality
depletion due to massive exploitation of natural resources on an unprecedented global scale. The
loud bold writings that threw light upon this alarming situation of development tagged with
unscrupulous exhaustion of environmental resources included Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring
(1962), Garret Hardin’s Tragedy of the Commons (1968), The Blueprint for Survival by the Ecologist
Magazine (1972) and the Club of Rome’s Limits to Growth Report (1972). They stressed a tilt
towards sustainable development that reconciles the gradual emergence of progressive
community and the planet’s environmental limits over the long term.

This growing alertness provoked upsurge of massive research and studies along with
harnessing of science and technology to achieve sustainable yield management of renewable
resources. Gradually, formation of various organisations and meets to discuss these prime issues
surfaced; the launch of International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s Seminal World
Conservation Strategy of 1980 being one of the initial significant approaches in this arena. It was
for the first time that governments, non-governmental institutions and experts throughout the
world amalgamated in drafting a global conservation document and wholeheartedly advocated
the optimistic approach to development along with conservation instead of viewing conservati
as an obstruction to development. The Brundtland Commission’s Report ‘Our Common Fut
1987 played a pioneering role in popularising the concept of “sustainable develo
then, the international community has convened over 12 major and minor conferen
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), a
de Janelro Earth Summit, the Rio Summut the Rlo Conference, and the E
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bringing world leaders to a common platform to
revitalise international cooperation on development
issues, There was a common realisation that all
addressed problems of a global magnitude which UN
General Assembly, currently the voice of 185 Member
States, recognised had extended beyond their
individual capacities to solve and needed a concerted
international effort. It emanated Agenda 21, adopted
by more than 178 Governments accepting their moral
obligations to ensure implementation of the strategies
towards sustainable development and restoring the
quality of the environment.

To access the progress of Rio, the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was held
inJohannesburg, South Africain 2002, attended by 191
national governments, UN agencies, multilateral
financial institutions and other major groups where
the full implementation of Agenda 21 was strongly
reaffirmed. The Summit yielded a political declaration,
the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, and a range
of partnership initiatives to achieve all goals under
Agenda 21. It also highlighted key commitments on
sustainable consumption and production, water and
sanitation, and energy. The Rio Summit yielded a
serious agreement on Climate Change Convention.
Article 3.4 of the Convention states as a principle that,
‘Parties have a right to, and should promote,
sustainable development. Policies and measures to
protect the climate system against human-induced
change should be appropriate to the specific condition
of each Party and should be integrated with national
development programmes, taking into account that
economic development is essential for adopting
measures to address climate change’. In the path of
execution of the convention goals, the Kyoto Protocol
and the Paris Agreement came up. The Kyoto Protocol
adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on December 11, 1997 and
enforced on February 16, 2005, vows state parties
(currently 192 parties) to mitigate greenhouse gas
emissions that are the scientifically proven causes of
global warming and climate change. The Paris Climate
Agreement, adopted consensually on 12 December
2015, lays 17 sustainable development goals (SDSs) to
put the world on the path to prosperity, ecological
balance, and universal well-being by a deadline of
2030. It focuses on combatting the global climate
change threat by keeping the global temperature rise

this century well below 2 degrees celsius above pre-

industrial levels and efforts to limit the temperature
increase even further to 1.5 degrees celsius. Thus,
international policies, programs and institutions over
the past three decades have been considerably shaped
by the idea of achieving symbiotic relationship
between the economy, society and the environment
by sustainably fostering adaptive capabilities and
creating opportunities in these aspects for both
presentand future generations.

An index from the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann
Stiftung Foundation, in Germany rates Sweden as the
most successful country as it already paved 84.5

percentofthewaytothe! stpc sible outcomeacross
the 17 Sustainable ' ‘elc ment Goals. The
Scandinavian nations D« ar  lorway and Finland
are the next three best for =rs, followed by the

s ranks 42nd on the
ank 62nd and 71st
on the index with a

European nations. The U ] <
Index, while Russia an¢ in
respectively. India is ran |
score of 58.1. However t! “er io of additive efforts
towards sustainability ¢ & a Iramatic twist with
President Donald Trump's with..rawal of the United
States, the largest cumulative greenhouse-gas emitter
in the world, from the Paris Climate Agreement.United
States has a record of an astounding 26.6% of global
greenhouse-gas emissions from 1850 to 2013. In
comparison to America’s population (4.4% of the
world’s population), the large percentage of CO2
emissions gives a higher value of per capita emissions,
hence it is questionable how much justification lies in
President Trump’s decision. His decision was severely
chastised and lambasted by several environmental
organisations. This selfish attempt of America is a
death knell for the Paris Agreement, and is going to be
catastrophic for the marginal farmers of other
countriesincluding India.

About two-third of India’s population rely on
climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture, fisheries
and forests. It cannot undermine the projected climate
change under various scenarios that perturb food
production, water supply, biodiversity and livelihoods.
Thus, India has to and has already substantially
endorsed significant stake in deployment of scientific
means, capacity building, and networking to promote
mitigation of factors that cause a hindrance in
achieving the goals of sustainability.

Anindita Deka: Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
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WHAT DOES THE NUCLEAR FAMILY
PARENTS GIVE THEIR CHILDREN?

¢ Dr. Jayanta Gogoi I

PART - | j
Readers, | take this opportunity to speak on behalf of a toddler with working parents- “l wake up |
(at 7am) every morning as my Ma cajoles me with a kissy and loving wobble. My Pa helps me to brush my '
teeth as well as cleans all of me, | like the shower and Pa helps me with a short prayer after which we take
milk at the dining table. My father looks for something in the newspaper as | stay with my food till Ma calls
from her cooking counter “Beta have you finished? Ok! Now say A for apple, B for ball...”. Pa hurriedly
goes to the bathroom as Ma keeps on repeating those same words till she turns off the cooking gas. Sita
aunty who puts water on our floor and utensils plays with me after she washes her hands. (At 8:45 am)
Ranjit uncle drives Ma and me to my school, | play with my friends till (11:45 am) Pa comes and takes me
ome where Ruby aunty gives me juice and jam-roti and also fruits and we play till we eat. After Ruby
nty tells me a story we sleep and then watch TV, | don’t like what she watches till (4:30 PM) Pa calls out
»ta” with open arms and lifts me with a kissy. Ruby aunty gives a cup of tea to Pa and milk and cream
bi-cuit to me before she goes, then | watch my favourite Chhota Bhim and Nursery Rhymes till (6:45pm)
Ma calls out “Beta” with open arms and Ranjit uncle brings Ma’s bags and my chocolate. Pa goes out
while Ma and | play, Pa brings vegetables (8:30 pm). Ma goes to cook while Pa works with laptop and | play
till Ma gives dinner (9:30 pm). Pa takes me on lap and | go to sleep (10 pm)”; this probably is the daily
routine of every toddler who has to cope with a Parent-centric timetable of every nuclear family with
working parents.
In the perspective of the nuclear family described above the prime question is how much time
did the child spent with its parents? Answer is just next to “none at all”. The most disturbing part is, the
way working parents try to make up with the “very less” time spent with their child. These parents try to
meet every demand of their wards —expensive gifts, hi-tech toys & equipments, highly advanced gadgets
and the list goes on unending, and as if that is not enough, they overlook every disobedience as small
mischief. These behaviours of working parents not only make their wards “couch potatoes” but also
inscribe in them the burning bad habit of being arrogant, careless and restless. Even at this point these
parents simply consider these uncouth attitudes as day to day mis-happenings and in the process sow
the seed of another agitated, impatient, wholly dependent and thoroughly helpless being. In later and
more serious wrongs exhibited by their wards, these parents obsessed with status and finances, utilises
all their might and wit to cover up the erroneous consequences of parental pampering. The
consequences, at times, may be so harsh that these restless and wholly dependent being may be easily
enticed to repeat heartbreaking self termination scene from a film projecting an engineering student or
turned petty antisocial causing worthless nuisances in the society and compelling think tanks to brood
overthe question “are we worth to be independent???”. §
In this context any pen happy critic would fill pages scribbling with the blue liquid'd‘esc‘r;ihlh‘_gf.zh'ow- -
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the restless new generations with least self-confidence ~ approached planted by the parents becomes their
has caused untold nuisances among the law-abiding &  second nature thus creating a scornful being who do
peace-loving (or at least what they pretend to be) notcare about taking to addiction, to commit crime, to
denizens. The author describes in details how the disrespect fellow and seniors alike, question the very
ruling government has miserably failed to protect the  existence of every rule and law and violate them,
precious life and morality of these future pillars of the  imitate baddy image, craze for speed as if there is no
country blaming the education by rules, examination  tomorrow, avoid hard work and adopt unfair means to
procedures and peer pressures for derailing these = meet demands, tell lies and blame at the drop of a pin,
fashion conscious generation-next youngsters from create social nuisance just for fun.

their path of would be nice guy/gal. If we halt and All these are creating a feeble, cultureless,
ponder over the whole situation to ascertain the aimless and deliquescing reproductively active
probable origin of this restless and dependant generation pushing every right thinking citizen, senior
generation, the accusing finger has only one direction or otherwise, to ponder whethe the peaceful time of
to point — the upbringing in a parent-centric routine.  yore ever come back?

The neo- parents does not notice the beginning of the

derailment of their wards and thus either feed the  Significance of the script:

society with a spoilt brat or lose their ward forever.

Timely harnessing of . :nile hormone

Now the million dollar question is, why these neo-  would have given a definite dir 'n the adrenaline
nuclear parents failed to notice the derailment of their  produced during the initial gro < seinall human
ward/wards?? Any amount of pondering has only a  peings. These hormones had  =r roduced since
few probability of answer— genesis but have always bec dit ted rightly to
1. They (the parents) may have noticed but  produce praise-worth results: t: 'n1 ‘ia was done by

overlooked it as change of age because they have an creating awareness of the ex._tenc: of GOD and
economic status stable enough to back up such hiccups

earning curse or blessing by being atheist or pious
of life.

respectively. In the North East India people are

2. They have noticed but avoided indulgence as adopting western culture with a twist of theirown e.g.,
they will have to spend extra (??) time to correct youth are craving for independency but do not earn
him/her which will mean they will have less time to  their pocket money after 18 years, crave for paternal
spend in their ever busy schedule which has become  property unlike in the west, dress like their western
their addiction rather than need. counterparts but does not show the responsibility and
3. They have noticed butintentionallysetaside  the list goes on. In this region a sudden gush of
because they are afraid that their wards may question  westernization ushered by neo nuclear parenthood
as to how they have filled their coffers and may point  coupled by available money among them has
out their outdoor immoral/illegal involvements as a revolutionized the sensible, peace loving youngsters
comparison to theirs. for creating this weak, dependent and careless group
4. They (the parents) may have noticed but  of otherwise pillars of the nation. Why are these
overlooked as they did similar idiotic offences during  parents harming their children and in turn the entire

theiryouth. society? Why are these parents poisoning their young
innocents by giving more time to their parent-centric
PART - Il routine? What are these parents giving to their

In all the above probabilities what have the innocent children? Are these parents worth to be
parents done by avoiding the timely recognition of the =~ motherand father?

saying “astitch in time saves nine”? They have basically It is time to realize that a new born can never
pushed their wards towards a bleak future orevenself-  be a social nuisance unless it is trained to become one,
annihilation because if the ward gets support for their ~ further the infant takes what is given to him by its
petty offences as a toddler and major offences during  parents at home. So all parents should make it a p.oint
teenage they are sure to take for granted any action of ~ tosieve, strainand polish every eventto customize tso
theirs as correct and just. This is where the toddler  that the young mind may be trained to be sensible,
:gfgﬁ_s-'to-defend their action and de-minute the person  responsible and cultured to become an asset for the

:_'b_ﬁpbs‘ife to him and consequently this wrong  society.

Dr. Jayanta Gogoi: Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Arya Vidyapeeth College
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. The Journey

and Beyond...

+ Bipasha Kalita

India is the largest democracy in the world where real
power vests with the people. Through the elections, the people
choose their representatives who are given the mandate to run
the government for a fixed period of time. These elected
representatives are entrusted with the task of governing the
country. In this task, the civil services by virtue of its wide
knowledge, experience and understanding of public services aid
and help the elected representatives in the effective and efficient
governance of the country. Bureaucrats provide their support in
framing crucial policies and also ensure effective implementation
of the same. Thus, in a country like India, a vibrant, unbiased,
honestand valiant civil services have a bigrole to play.

Having understood this, | realised that Civil Services will
give me a good platform to contribute towards the development
of our country and bring about a meaningful change in the
society. | consider myself fortunate that | got the chance to
understand the work profile of a civil servant from an young age,
as my father was in the Assam Civil Services. On various occasions
| witnessed the kind of impact a civil servant can make towards
the upliftment of the poor and how one can make his/her own
contribution towards fostering good governance. These first
hand experiences etched a permanent desire in me to enter the
coveted civil services. Thus, after completing my higher studies
and a brief stint of working with various development sector
organisations in New Delhi, | began my dedicated preparation for
the Civil Services Examination.

The civil services examination in India is called the
‘Mother of all Exams’ given the level of competition and
toughness. Every year lakhs of candidates appear for the

examination out of which only a few hundreds are selected in the
final list. Also, civil services as a career option can be chosen by
people from various academic backgrounds. Thus, this
examination attracts people from science, commerce and
humanities. This further height.ens the level of competition. Thus,
there are few core things which an aspirant must inculcate in

themselves and in their strategy for
preparation to succeed in this
examination. | shall elaborate on these
things laterin this article.

When | began my preparation for
this exam, I initially found myself lost in
the humongous syllabus. The exam
consists of two papers in the preliminary
stage, a general studies paper and an
aptitude paper. In the Mains stage, there
are seven compulsory papers and two

qualifying papers, ' tallir2 nine papers.
The last round is ¢ ‘ed e ‘Personality
Test’, which is an o1 2 interview of
the aspirants who ¢’ red the Mains
round. Once, | u S d this three-

irted devising
‘e, | would like
ssue which is

stage selection pro

my preparation str:

to focus on an im; al
very important ¢ sise a good
preparation roadma: It i. sery important
to study the entire syllabus in depth
before starting one’s preparation. One
needs to understand ‘what to read’ and
‘what not to read’. This exercise is very
crucial, otherwise aspirants tend to get
lost in the huge syllabus. The
understanding of the syllabus has to be
followed by a good understanding of the
three-stage examination process, because
in each stage the demands are different.
The preliminary stage is an objective-type
exam, whereas in the mains stage one
needs to write elaborate answers. Thus,
when one understands these dynamics of
the exam process, it can be a big help in
figuring outan apt preparation strategy.

| devised a preparation strategy wherein |
began preparing for both Preliminary and
Mains examination in tandem. | did not
compartmentalise the preparation for the
two stages initially. However, after having
read the entire syllabus, | began fine
tuning the qualities needed for each
stage. For instance, one does not need to
focus on writing skills at the preliminary
stage as it is a ‘multiple choice question’
format. But for the mains stage, one needs

w
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to hone his/her writing skills.
Another important aspect is
choosing an optional subject for
the examination. The optional
subject should be one in which the

aspirant has deep interest in,

because a solid grasp and
understandi: ' of the subject will
be require. o score high in the

optionzip rs.
i+ uld like to mention that

durin i sreparation years, | kept
myse ay from all those things
whic i ould distract me from the
fine ¢ .al. | used social media very

mi ii nally, because too much
inc,uigence in social media during
the preparation can at times lead to
Wastage of crucial time. | remained
Consistent and followed a daily
routine, which gave my preparation
¢ disciplined approach. Apart from

th 1. both hard work and smart
woi - are very important for this
ex: n nation. Smart work will help
the ¢ »irants stay ahead of their
conm: ‘itors and align their
prepar. on as per the nuances of
the exai .. Another very important

factor here is the support of one’s
family. This examinations being a
long process, at times tends to be
very taxing and can drain off the
energy from the aspirants. Bouts of
frustration may occur when failures
occur. During these times, a
supportive family can be a big boon
for the aspirants. During my
journey, | faced failures several
times which crushed my
confidence. But during those low
times, my family stood by me and
helped me get up on my feet again.

DIAMOND JUBILEE

The love, affection and the
confidence which my parents and
my husband showed gave me the
strength to keep fighting on. Hard
work, dedication, optimistic
outlook, strong family support and
the ‘never give up’ attitude are
some of the keys to succeed in this
examination
The North-East region of India,
consisting of eight states is a
vibrant and a beautiful place.
However, due to several factors like
insurgency and militancy, ethnic
clashes and political turmoil, the
region has faced a development
deficit during the past decades. The
present day scenario has improved
immensely in this region,
insurgency has been largely curbed
by the efficient and dedicated work
civil administration as well as
pragmatic political policies.
Infrastructure developments are
going on at a fast rate, roads,
bridges, new railway lines, airports
are being built narrowing the
development deficit. Thus, this
region needs more and more
dedicated civil servants,to facilitate
the development process. The
region still faces social issues like
poverty, unemployment,
superstitions which requires a
dedicated team of administrators
who can eradicate these menaces
and bring a lasting impact on the
lives of the people.

There are several examples
of very good work being done by
the civil servants of the region who
are contributing towards good
governance. Such work done by the

CELEBRATION “

members of the civil services
fraternity in the region should be a
strong reason and motivation for
more and more young people to
enter the services. | personally
would like to request more young
people from the region to enter the
civil services preparation, so that
we can increase the number of
people who enter the coveted civil
services from the region. | would
also like to motivate more and
more girls to appear in this
examinations, because it is usually
seen that the number of boys
appearing for the Civil Services
examinationis higher than the girls.
As | begin my journey as a
bureaucrat, | understand the
responsibilities that | have been
bestowed with to make my
contributions towards proactive
and responsible governance.
Helping the needy, being
empathetic to the people and their
concerns, being accessible to the
common people and humility are
some of the important qualities |
shall strive to inculcate in me
during my work tenure. Doing my
duties with utter honesty, integrity
and truthfulness shall be my
continuous pursuit. | hope that |
can live up to the expectations of
the people and fulfil my
responsibilities with the highest
dedication and sincerity. | shall
strive towards bringing about
positive change wherever | am
posted. It shall be my endeavour to
stay away from biases and
contribute equally in all spheres
wherever | am given the
opportunity to do so.

Bipasha Kalita: All India Rank- 41, UPSC Civil Services Examination, 2017
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Lok-Adalat

Extra Judicial Settlement of Disputes
at outside of Court

Lakshmi Mishra

“Any conflict is like cancer. The sooner it is resolved the better for
parties concerned in particular and society in general. If it is not resol: .
the earliest possible opportunity, it grows at a very fast pace with tin Te

the efforts required to resolve it increases exponentially as new i S

emerge and conflicting situations galore. One dispute leads to anc =r.
Hence, itis essential to resolve the dispute the moment it raises its head.
-Dr. A. K.Singh, Principal, Jitendra Chouhan Law College, Mumbai.

Lok Adalat is popularly known as ‘People’s
Court” ; however, Lok Adalatis not a court of law in its
true sense. Lok Adalat is a forum where voluntary
effort aimed at bringing about settlement of disputes
between the parties is made through conciliatory and
pervasive efforts. Lok Adalats are organised by the
State Legal Aid and Advisory Boards or District Legal
Aid Committees.

Resolving disputes through Lok Adalat not only
minimises litigation expenditure, it also saves valuable
time of the parties and their witnesses and also
facilitates insuspensive and prompt remedy
appropriately to the satisfaction of both the parties.

The days to conduct Lok Adalats are fixed a
month in advance on Saturdays or Sundays only or
holidays and given wide publicity. But for the Lok-
Adalats and Fast track Court awareness among the
peopleisamust.

SeniorJudicial Officersinaugurates Lok Adalats
before three members of the Bar (State Bar Council),
local officer and general public conciliators is the name

given by statute to members of Lok Adalat who are
drawn from retired judicial officer/judge, social worker
(skill in the subject) and Senior Advocates. A
compromise deed is drawn up, after settlement and

7o

signatures of parties are obtained. Then, a decree is
passed (to opposite party).

The case of motor vehicle accidents,
matrimonial disputes, commercial disputes, Banking
transaction disputes, arrear of debt moneys (for
example- BSNL, etc.) are ensured by compensation on
the spot (in Lok Adalat).

Ancient concept of settlement of disputes
through mediation, negotiation, conciliation or
through arbitral process known as “People’s Court
Verdict” or decision of “Nyaya-Panch” known as
“Nyaya Panchayat” is conceptualised and
institutionalised in the philosophy of Lok Adalat.

The concept of Lok Adalat was pushed back
into oblivionin last few centuries before independence
and particularly during the British regime, the concept
of Lok Adalat from Gaon-Panchayats or Nyaya-
Panchayat of Indian villages. In the Gaon-Panthayat
system the Local Gaon Burha (head of the Gaon) gives
verdict along with local senior persons on the local
disputes (in Gaon)- known as “Raij Mel”. There is a long
history of resolving disputes through mediation in
Indian villages. A classical example of the same is found
in a story “Panch Parmeshwar” written by — Munshi
Premchand.
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taking the matters to courts. There are more than 15
lakhs Lok Adalats in India and they have successfully
delivered justice to people (or Indian Citizens) which is

Lok-Adalat : Need of the Present Hour
Disputes and conflicts dissipate valuable time,
effort and money of the present society. It is of the

|

utmost importance that there should not be any
conflictin the society. Nevertheless, in a realistic sense,
this is not possible. Therefore, the next best solution is

far higher than the count at Courts.

Advantages of Lok Adalat

thatany conflic’, which raisesits head, be nippedinthe  The court face many problems in dispensing justice.
bud. With the udicial system in most of the countries ~ Some of the problems are inadequate number of
being burde with cases, any new case takes along  judges and courts, increase in flow of cases and huge
timeto e ded. And, till the time the final decision pending cases in all the courts due to delay in disposal
comes is a state of uncertainty. Commerce, of cases.
busine velopment work, administration, etc. all India has a long tradition and history of such
suffer use of long time taken in resolving disputes ~ methods being practised in the society at grass root
throt 'gation. One cannot deny the fact that there  |evel. These are called Panchayat and in the legal
Isat pendency of cases and there are number of  terminology, these are called arbitration.
réas . . for the same, like- less number of judges and The system of settlement of disputes through
Ma . more un-avoidable reasons. the Lok Adalat is a boon to the litigant since the

Article 14 of the Indian Constitution lays down
that the state shall not deny equality before law and
€qual protection by law or equal justice shall be
ensured to all. Thus, citizens approaching court for
enforcement of fundamental rights (part Il of the
Ir.'ian Constitution) itself is a fundamental right under

settlement of dispute is faster and inexpensive. In Lok
Adalats, the disputes are settled on the basis of
compromise (with mutual consent of the parties),
however, if no compromise is reached then the matter
isreferred back to the regular court.

Lok Adalat is no longer an experiment in our

th ' “onstitution of India. Article 21 of the Constitution country, rather it has been a success. Therefore, in

of i © "2 provides “right to life and personal liberty” and present, other types of disputes should also be

the ttofreelegal aid”. brought within the ambit of Lok Adalat for settlement
ne other type of Lok Adalatis permanentLok-  to solve the problems of all citizens.

Adalat -h Adalats are set up with permanent bodies One of the unique features of Lok Adalat is that

with a airman and two members for providing  disputes are settled summarily without going through

compuls. v pre-litigative mechanism for conciliation  the complexities of legal proceedings of the routine

and settiement of cases relating to public utility
services, like- transport, postal, telephone, banking,
etc. Here, even if the parties fail to reach a settlement,
the permanent Lok Adalat gets jurisdiction to decide
the dispute provided that the dispute does not relate
to any serious offence. Further, the verdict of
permanent Lok Adalat is final and binding on all the
parties.

The jurisdiction of the permanent Lok Adalat is
upto one year. If the party fails to reach to the
settlement, the permanent Lok Adalat has the
jurisdiction to decide the case. The permanent Lok
Adalat may conduct the proceeding in such a manner
considered appropriate, taking into consideration the
circumstances of the case.

In 2015, while addressing the conference on
the occasion of Legal Service Day in New Delhi, Prime
Minister Hon’ble Narendra Modi talked about the
special role that Lok Adalats have been playing over
the years in bringing justice to those who hesitate in

Lakshmi Mishra: Alumnus, Arya Vidyapeeth College
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courts. In Lok Adalats, justice is dispensed free of cost
and also it is faster. The majority of the Indian
population (in present time) dislikes approaching the
regular courts to resolve their disputes, reason being
illiteracy, economic condition and lengthy procedures
to be followed. Therefore, Lok Adalats could be boon
as an additional mechanism to the judicial institution,
thereby reducing the backlog of cases, which keeps on
mounting day-by-day. The Lok Adalats can settle all
civil cases and compoundable criminal cases.

Former Chief Justice of India, Hon’ble A. M. Ahmadi
observered- “while we encourage ADR (Alternate
Dispute Resolution) or Lok Adalat mechanism, we
must create a culture for settlement of disputes
through the mechanism. Unless the members of the
Bar encourage their clients to settle their disputes
through negotiation such mechanism cannot
succeed.”
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Crossing the margin of twenty five , fifty,
seventy five or hundred in continuity is always very
memorable and calls for celebration . The age of an
institution at those margins of time , is all the more
important as it gives a wonderful opportunity for
retrospection and to re-devise its road-map to make its
service to the public more rewarding. An institution of
Public Service Broadcasting in Assam , with the highest
power transmitter in Assam , of three Hundred Kilowatt
power, is completing fifty years of it’s existence and
service to its listeners , next year. Located in the far
eastern corner of Assam, this All India Radio (AIR)
Station has been standing as a sentinel of its listening
public’s interest since 15" February 1969. The list of its
memorable achievements in the years gone by , is
endless, but its contribution to the preservation and
conservation of our delicate environment has been
especially commendable. All India Radio Dibrugarh had
shown exemplary sensitivity to the cause of
‘environment conservation’, through its series of
broadcasts branded - ‘Green Broadcasting’ , which
were aired from 2004 to 2006. It was the AIR Station’s
own unigue way of saluting “ Mother Earth “. Starting
from the World Environment Day on 5" June, the
Station had coloured most of its programmes ‘ Green’
for the whole month. So much so that even its daily
News had to contain one item on environment , then.
It’s broadcasts had started each day during the ‘Green

Broadcasting’ with a salutation to our ‘environment’.
Jingles on environment protection were also galore . In
all fhe three transmissions of the station, slogans,
:-5pe'gi'a'l. songs, dramas, talks, discussions, special
~ signature tunes and Phone-in-Programmes all

Green Broadcasting

*Dr. Dipe: 'ra ¥.:mar Mazumder

flavoured with “environment e tion” themes,
were broadcast. Scientists, E: nntal Activists,
Social Workers, Politicians and ¢  .e; :presentatives
from the listening public were in  =c  the studios of
AIR, Dibrugarh and an intense ¢ mp:- 3n to save our
fragile environment was made. The other notable
feature of Green Broadcasting was — ‘ environment

voting’, in which one close-ended question on a theme
related to environment like , whether the government
should go ahead with the construction of a four-lane
high speed express highway through the Kaziranga
National Park, or not, was thrown open for public
voting. The response of the public was recorded in the
studios at a particular pre-announced time of the day
and on closure of the voting period , the result was
broadcast. Such a question was thrown open for public
voting once every week. Green Broadcasting’s
implementation was planned in such a kaleidoscopic
way , that the message of environment conservation
touched each and every strata of the society, and each
and every one in any such strata, so that the issue can
be implanted deep into the ‘public mind’.

Everyday during Green Broadcasting , AIR
Dibrugarh would take up one popular programme of
the day in any of its three transmissions, and educate
the public on the dos and don'ts, when they interact
with the environment,say, what are their
responsibilities when they go on Picnics, or even
otherwise, into natural surroundings or into the forests
or the precautions to be taken when one goes into the
forests. Cleanliness of the area after a picnic was
stressed in particular. In general, an appeal was made
to the public to abstain from dirtying the environment
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and natural surroundings , by them. These appeals to
teep the environment clean were not only confined to
the month of June , but spilled over to other months of
theyear, too.

Towards that dir
Planning for each of
adopted one ‘hem

‘«on, during the Programme
vears, AIR Dibrugarh had
) particular year, for it’s
¢ Conservation’, in 2004, °

campaigning

Community , in 2005 and ‘ Hoolock
Gibbon Con .2 006 . After the absorption of
the messa  r¢ ‘he conservation of Hoolock
Gibbon i1 5 oadcasting, nobody kills the
Gibbons ' iay, =1t in fact if anybody throws a stone at

3 Gibbor :he stone would be chasing the thrower. The
3epart: ient of Forests and Environment, Government
i:f Assam had sponsored a lot of the programmes in
2reen Broadcasting. Other NGO'’s also came forward to
Ponsor programmes. Paid Greetings and Paid
essages also cam~ ! ©ponsorships from Ol
Mdia Limi Corporate Social
\€sponsibility, also came. AIR Dibrugarh had
'omplemented its * Green Broadcasting * with other
direc campaigns ’ and face-to-face interactions with
thepu 'ic, forithe rensarvation of the Environment.

\ state government official

hadsho cater Adjutant Storks, while
passing t oug in Golaghat District . Near by,
two youth - wer ghing their fields and were not so

literate but we:r. -egular listeners of AIR Dibrugarh.
When they saw (114t somebody had shot down one of
the Greater Adjutant Storks nearby, they began to
shout and raised a great hue and cry. The assembled
villagers then came up to that official, who shot the
stork, surrounded him and questioned him as to why he
shot it dead. The official retorted back that he had

JUBILEE CELEBRATION é,

hunted it down for game. The villagers replied that they
had heard it over AIR Dibrugarh that, the Greater
Adjutant Storks should not be shot at or hunted nor
should any other wild life , for that matter. There is a
ban on that vide a Wild Life Act of the Government of
India. The public who had gathered there then brought

that official to the nearest Police Outpost and the

Officer on Duty was bound to keep that official under

Lock-Up for sometime on public demand.

Another endeavour of the Station in the same

direction was ‘Kolpobrikhyo ’ , a social forestry project
. This endeavour was made in 1995, for educating the
public on ‘environment protection’. This effort had
continued for three months and it was in the form of *
Drama’. Two hundred listeners were registered with the
station and they had a homework of giving their
feedback after the broadcast of each episode. They also
had to give an ‘impact feedback’ in the sense of action
that the programme had precipitated, like , how many
trees they had planted in their homes, schools,
colleges, or in other public places. They were required
to send photos of such plantations for official archiving.
From the station’s side also, plantation programmes
were executed involving the local administration in
Dibrugarh University Campus, Lahowal College
Campus, AIR Dibrugarh Campus and public sector
organisations like ONGC and Qil India were roped into
the project, who provided for the fencing of such
plantations. Display Boards displaying — ‘AIR
Dibrugarh’s Kolpobrikhyo Project Plantations’ were put
up in such plantation areas, also. This endeavour had
resulted in the plantation of about 20,000 trees in the
listening range of AIR, Dibrugarh. A ‘Greenery’ that
would always silently offer its ‘GreenSalute’ to the
efforts of All India Radio, Dibrugarh !

‘

Dr. Dipendra Mazumder: Faculty, National Academy of Broadcasting & Multimedia,
New Delhi and Alumnus, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
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Arya Vidyapeeth College
Established- 29th July, 1958

Principal
Dr. P.K. Bhattacharyya, M.Sc., Ph.D

Vice Pr"incipaf
Dr. Mrinal Sarmah, M.Sc., Ph.D.

Courses of Studies _
ARTS [ SCIENCE J COMMERCE |

Arts Scienc
Subjects Year of “ ﬂ
Introduction

1. Assamese 1958 1. Anthropology 964
2. Bengali 1958 2. Botany 1962 |
3. Economics 1958 3. Chemistry 1962 |
4. Education 1961 4. Geography 1962 |
5. English 1958 5. Geology 1962
6. History 1958 6. Mathematics 1962
7. Logicl & Philosophy 1958 7. Physics 1962
8. Political Science 1962 8. Statistics 1966
9. Sanskrit 1958 9. Zoology 1962 |

Presidents of Governing Body, Arya Vidyapeeth College

1. Mahendra Mohan Choudhury 2. Radha Kanta Das
3. Dambaru Dhar Pathak 4. Radha Kanta Das
5. Bhola Ram Das 6. Jitendra Nath Das
7. Col. T.B.B. Lahkar 8. Dr. Bhuban Mohan Das
9. Ramendra Narayan Kalita 10.A.K. Absar Hazarika
1. Dr. Prabin Kumar Gogoi 12.Harekrishna Deka

- 13.Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma
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pals of Arya Vidyapeeth College

1. Giridhar Sarma, ! Vyakaranshastri 29-07-1958 to 31-01-1975
| 22 Amrik Singh, IV 3 01-02-1975 to 31-08-1996
3. Ushala:: Bhi . (Principal i/c) 01-09-1996 to 20-09-1997
4. Dr.Gir nC ‘arma, M.Sc., Ph.D. 21-09-1997 to 31-08-2003
3, [Bjgie ~h.D. (Principal i/c) 01-09-2003 to 30-09-2003
6D, 0. (Principal i/c) 01-10-2003 to 31-10-2003
7. N.C Gos . (Principal i/c) 01-11-2003 to 18-07-2004
8. D Ajit Chandra Talukdar, M.Sc., Ph.D. 19-07-2004 to 30-11-2013
9. [ .. Saibal Sengupta, M.Sc., Ph.D. (Principal i/c) 01-12-2013 to 31-03-2015
10. Dr. Jnanshree Borah, MA, M.Phil, Ph.D. (Principal i/c) 01-04-2015 to 23-06-2015
11. Dr. Harekrishna Deva Sarma, MA, Ph.D. 24-06-2015 to 27-01-2017
12. Dr. Jnanshree Borah. MA, M.Phil, Ph.D. (Principal i/c) 28-01-2017 to 28-02-2017
13. Dr. Mrina! <: 1.0 (Principal i/c) 01-03-2017 to 25-10-2017
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EVOLUTION of the
Arya Vidyapeeth College Campus

Courtesy- 15th Anniversary Souvenir, 1973/
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EVOLUTION of the
Arya Vidyapeeth College Campus




Courtesy- 15th Anniversary Souvenir 1973
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Souvenir Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee
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Diemmene Jubiles

Cultural frogramme Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee
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Cultural Rally Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee
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Information and Liaisoning Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee

Stage, Pandal & Electricity Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee
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Publicity Sub-Committee of Diamond Jubilee Celebration Committee
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Arya Vidyapeeth College

Chief Patron : Sri Sarbananda Sonowal, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Assam

Patrons : SriSiddharatha Bhattacharyya, Hon'ble Minister of Education, Assar
: Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, Hon'ble Minister of Finance, Assam
Dr. Mridul Hazarika, Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor, Gauhati University
Dr. Jitendra Nath Goswami, Chief Scientist, Chandrayaan-1 & Il
Smt. Bijoya Chakravorty, MP
Sri Ramendra Narayan Kalita, MLA

Advisors : Sri Kumar Deepak Das
Sri Bibekananda Choudhury
Sri Tapan Sarma
Sri Biplab Sarma
Sri Chittaranjan Sarma
Sri Ranjit Dass, MLA
Dr. Prabin Das

President : Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma, President, Governing Body, Arya Vidyapeeth College
Working President : Dr. P. K. Bhattacharyya, Principal, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Vice Presidents : Sri Dibakar Bhagabati, AVC Retired Teachers Association.

Dr. Mahendra Gogoi, President, Aryan Alumni Association.
Dr. Mrinal Sarmah, Vice-Principal, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Sri Samrat Borah, President, AV College Teachers Unit.

General Secretary  : Dr. Rahul S. Mazumdar, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
. _Jt. Secretaries : Sri Debajit Adhikary, Secretary, Aryan Alumni Association.
» 2 5 Dr. Biren Das, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Asstt. Secretary :  Mr. Birenchi Kumar Pegu, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Mr. Dipak Baruah, Arya Vidyapeeth College (Office Staff)
Treasurer : Dr. Manab Deka, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Core Members : Dr. Tarini Kumar Dutta, Member, GB, Arya Vidyapeeth College.

Sri Pranab Sarma, Member, GB, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Smt. Runu Talukdar, Member, GB, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Dr. Pijush Kanti Dhar, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Dr. Bandita Medhi, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Dr. Apurba Kumar Das, Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma, Aryan Alumni Association.
Sri Jyotirmoy Sarma, Aryan Alumni Association.
Sri Atab Ali, President, AVCSU.
~ Sri Bitopan Borah, General Secretary, AVCSU.



SUB-COMMITTEES

Souvenir
Advisers : Dr. Joykanta Sarma
Dr. Mahendra Gogoi (Alumni)
Convener: Mr. Birenchi Kumar Pegu
Members: Dr. Suchitra Pathak
. Ms. Champa Patgiri
Dr. Sipra Paik

Dr. Pranita Barman

Dr. Ditee Moni Baruah

Dr. Sanghamitra De

Ms. Sibangi Deka (Student)
Mr. Mrigen Sarma (Office)

Mr. Joy Kumar Mandal (Office)

Fund Collection:

Adviser : Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma

Dr. Hemanta Sarma (Alumni)
Convener: Mr. B.D. Sarma >
Members:

Mr. Sukumar Dev Sarma

Dr. A.K. Agarwala

Mr. Dilip Sarma

Dr. R. Rajbongshi

Dr. Kshireswar Bora

Dr. Phani Dutta

Dr. Moushumi Datta Pathak

Sri Nirmal Deka

Mr. Bitupon Bora(Student)

Mr. Prasanta Datta (Alumni)

Mr. Jacob Embrose (Alumni)

Mr. Prince Faizul Haque (Alumni)
Dr. Mousumi Borah

Dr. Pradyut Sarma

Dr. Dalimi Devi

Dr. Ranju Medhi

Ms Sangeeta Kakoty

Dr. Ruli Borthakur
Dr. Pranita Barman

i‘, -‘.

Mr. Jitumani Das
Dr. Dhaneswar Das .
Dr. Jinu Lagachu

Dr. Papori Devi

Ms. Bijuli Rajiyung

Ms. Anindita Langthasa

Dr. Anamika Gogoi Duarah

Dr. Dulumoni Sarma v
Dr Dipalee Neog Bt
Dr. Monali Dutta Saikia



Programme:

; Academic:
Advisers

‘Convener
Members

- Prince Faizul Haque (Alumni)

: Dr. Pankaj Jyoti Gogoi

Dr. Charu Das

Ms. Chhanda Biswas

Dr. Anamika Gogoi Duarah
Dr. Prasanta Kr. Das

Mr. Satyanath Doley

Dr. Susanta Sarma

Ms. Rongina Narzary

Ms. Anindita Langthasa

Mr. Tamak Ranjan Dutta (Alumni)
Mr. Kashyap Phukan (Alumni)

Mr. Nitul Das (office)

Mr. Atab Ali (Student)

Ms. Sunita Jadav (Student)

Sri Sushil Chandra Borthakur
Dr. Hemanta Kumar Sarma
Dr. Mousumi Bora

Dr. Manashi Sarma

Dr. Ranju Medhi

Dr. Hrishikesh Baruah

Dr. Sumita Bhattacharyya

Dr. Jyotirupa Sarma

Dr. Swapnali Dutta

Mr. Jitumani Das

Dr. Jinu Lagachu

Mr. Manash Ch. Kalita (Student)
Mr. Ridip Medhi(Student)
Mr. Dimbeswar Das (Office)
Mr. Pradip Deka (Office)

: Dr. Neelima Goswami
: Dr. Arcchana Puzari
: Ms. Anita Talukdar
Dr. Ruli Borthakur
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Cultural Rally:

Advisers

Conveners
",

Members

: Dr. Ganesh Choudhury =
: Mr. Dipak Bora '

: Dr. Manju Goswami
: Ms. Sangeeta Kakoty p . ..

: Ms. Madhulika Singh

Dr Jonah Medhi
Mr. Binay Sarma (Alumni)
Dr. Susanta Kumar Borthakur
Mr. Prahlad Bordoloi
Dr. Mompi Gupta
Dr. Purnima Saha
Ms. Manashi Gogoi
Ms. Anindita Deka
Ms. Juli Gogoi (Student)
Ms Shila Rani Boro(Student)
Mr. Prafulla Talukdar (Office)
Mr. Pradip Deka (Office)
Ms. Rita Mandal (Office)

Dr. Krishna Kingkar Pathak
Dr. Pankaj Kalita

Sri Munin Baruah L
Dr. Dhaneswar Das

Mr. Chanchal Boruah

Dr. Bhabesh Das

Dr. Ujwal Medhi

Mr. Bikash Jyoti Rabha(Student)
Mr. Bimal Deka (Office)

Mr. Jatin Sarma (Office)

Mr. Sibu Mandal (Office)

Mr. Fatik Talukdar (Office)

Mr. Pradip Chandra Deka (Office)

Sariful Hussain (Alumni) .
Dr. Jyotirupa Sarma

Mr. Nirmal Deka (Alumni)
Dr. Dulumoni Sarma

Dr. Monali Dutta Saikia
Dr. Nivarani Devi

Ms. Utjala Barman

Dr. Ditee Moni Baruah
Ms. Smriti Rekha Sonowal
Mr. Bappan Debnath :
Ms Buull Rajlyung
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: Dr. Ajoy Kumar Das
Dr. Ranjan Jyoti Bezbaruah

Dr. Krishna Kingkar Pathak
Ms. Manashi Gogoi

Ms. Bijuli Rajiyung

Mr. Ram Choudhury (Student)
Mr. Nalini Baishya (Office)

Ad iser - : Mr. Prasanta Kumar Sarma
Convener : Dr. Papori Devi
Members : Dr. Supriya Sarkar

Dr. Dipali Neog

Dr. Sarmistha Paul

Mr. Narayan Das

Dr. Susanta Sarma

Ms. Bijuli Rajiyung

Dr. Madhumita Sengupta

Miss Susmita Das (Student) |
Mr. Biren Deka (Office)

: Dr. Ramananda Rajbongshi
: Dr. Chhandashree Bhuyan
: Ms. Minakshi Mallick

Dr. Deepika Devi

Ms. Manju Das (Office)

/o : Mr. Nirmal Deka
s . Dr. Pradyut Sarma
: : Dr. Anupama Devi
Ee . Dr. Dhaneswar Das
Mr. Dipak Bora
- el Dr. Ranjan Das
B ¥ Dr. Sipra Paik
- Mr. Kartik Chakraborty (Alumni)
Mr. Sritanu Dev Goswami(Alumni)
Dr. Kamal Prasad Goutam
Mr. Jane Alam Khan(Student)
M. Jintu Deka(Student)
Mr. Dipok Baruah (Office)
Ir. Ranjit Basumatary(Office)
Talukdar (Office) -



M tya Haloi (Offi ce) _
Mr. Ratul Das (Office)
Mr. Kaushtav Saloi(Student)

Publicity
Adviser: Mr. Bedabrat Mishra
Mr. Rajib Saikia
= Converer : Dr. Ranjan Jyoti Bezbaruah
Memt =rs : Ms. Sangeeta Kakoty

Mr. Pranoy Bordoloi (Alumni)
Dr. Pankaj Jyoti Gogoi
Mr. Lakshya Handique (Alumni)
Mr. Gobindo Boro (Student)
Mr. Basudeb Sarma (Office)
L amond Jubilee Office:
‘ .onvener : Dr. Susanta Kr. Barthakur
Members : Dr. Karabi Kar Das Choudhury
Dr. Purnima Saha
Ms. Rongina Narzary
Mr. Bappan Devnath _
Miss Sibangi Deka(Student) s
Mr. Kaushtav Saloi(Student) S
Mr. Rupam Malakar (Office)
’ Mr. Kalyan Barman (Office) e
| Mr. Champak Sarma (Office) o
| Ms. Dipa Chetri (Office) L
‘ At vity Album Publication ' '

| Adiser : Dr. Papori Devi Dl
| Conveners : Mr. Chanchal Boruah

; Dr. Ujwal Medhi

: Members : Dr. Monmee Sonowal

| Dr. Ranjan Jyoti Bezbaruah

: Dr. Jonali Medhi

i Ms. Anindita Deka ool

Dr. Bhupali Sharma - ,L:” -

~ Purchase Committee £
Convener : Dr. Pradyut Sarma
Members : Dr. Mompi Gupta

Dr. Bhabesh Das

Committee for Refreshment (Cultural Rally)

Advisers : Dr. Ganesh Choudhury

Mr. Prahlad Bordoloi
Convener : Mr. Durlabh Barman f -
Members : Ms. Deepika Mazumdar

Mr. Abhinandan Dutta e s
Ms. Afsana Sultana .
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Ara Vidyapeeth College, a premier institution of higher education
i North East India was established in 1958 to disseminate

owledge among the underprivileged people of Guwahati.

ryapita Giridhar Sarma, a visionary par excellence, was of the firm
oelief that education is the only panacea that could bring about real
transformation to society: from darkness to light (Tamasho ma
Jyotirgamaya). Keeping the stated vision in mind, he
conceptualized a chain of educational institutions right from the
primary level to the post graduate level in a single campus. His
relentless efforts towards realizing his dream is materialized in the
form of Arya Pathshala, Arya Vidyapeeth H.S & M. P. School and
Arya Vidyapeeth College.

Today, as Arya Vidyapeeth College completes 60 glorious years,
‘he stakeholders of the college have decided to celebrate the
success story in a befitting manner to honour the great souls and
well wishers who have contributed in making Arya Vidyapeeth
College a throbbing center of excellence. A three-day colourful
ceremony on 21, 22 and 23 September 2018 will finally bring down
the curtains of the year-long Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

In this connection, the entire Arya Vidyapeeth College family would
like to cordially invite you/your organization to the Diamond Jubilee
Closing Ceremony on aforesaid dates. Your positive gesture in this
regard will enthuse us immensely and also lend significance to the

programme.

Girish Ch. Sarma Pradip Kr. Bhattacharyya Rahul S. Mazumdar
President Working President General Secretary

/
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21" September, Friday, 2018

8.30am Flag Hoisting :
College Flag by Dr. Pradip Kr. Bhattacharyya, Principal, A.V.C.
Diamond Jubilee Flag by Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma, President, D.J.C.C.
AVC Student Union flag by Aftab Ali, President, AVCSU
AVC Alumni Association flag by Dr. Mahendra Gogoi, President, AVCAA

9.00am  Lighting of Lamp :
Sjt. Biplab Kr. Sharma,
Retd. Judge, Gauhati High Court & Alumnus
Garlanding of the statue of Giridhar Sarma :
Sjt. Chittaranjan Sarma,
Retd. Judge, Gauhati High Court & Alumnus
Floral Tribute :
Sjt. Dibakar Bhagabati, President, A.V. C. Retd. Teachers’ Assoc.. on
Sijt. Prasanta Kr. Sarma, Alumnus
Smniti Tarpan :
Sjt. Mrinal Sarmah, Vice Principal, A.V.C.
Sjta. Bindu Choudhury, Principal, Arya Vidyapeeth H.S & MP School.
Swahid Tarpan :
Raifuddin Ahmed, G.S. All G.S.U. & Alumnus

9.30am  Cultural Procession Flagged off by :
Sjt. Ramendra Narayan Kalita, MLA, West Guwahati & Alumnus
Sjt. Debaijit Majumdar, Artist & Alumnus

10.00am Book Fair and “AVC in 60 years” an Exhibition of Heritage, Art & Craft.
Inaugurator :
Sjta. Gitimoni Phukan, D.H.E, Govt. of Assam.

12.00noon Inaugural Function to be graced by :
Chief Guest :
His Excellency Prof. Jagdish Mukhi,
Governor of Assam.
Guest of Honour :
Vice Chancellor, Gauhati University.



1.00pm

J0pm

5.30pm

Release of publications :
Inaugurator :
Sjt. Kuladhar Saikia, DGP, Assam Police.
Chief Guest :
Sjt. Ajit Kr. Bhuyan, Editor in Chief, Prag Channel.

LUNCH

Cultural Programme :

Chief Guest: Sjt. Phani Bhusan Choudhury, Hon'ble Minister of Civil Supplies

& Pension and Grievance, Govt. of Assam & Alumnus.
Inaugurator : Baharul Islam, Artist & Alumnus.

22" September, Saturday, 2018

2 00am

0.00am

2.00pm

3.30pm

9.30pm

Blood Donation Camp :
Inaugurator : Dr. Amal Chandra Kataki, Director, B. Borooah Cancer
Institute.

Alumni Session :
(i) Felicitation of Retired Teachers & Employees.
(it ) Alumni Meet.

LUNCH

Giridhar Sarma Memorial Lecture :
Topic : “The Role of India's North East in the Peopling of the Old World."
Speaker : Prof. Gyaneshwer Choubey,

Evolutionary Geneticist, Deptt. of Zoology, Banaras Hindu University.
Chief Guest : Prof. Alak Kr. Buragohain,

Former Vice Chancellor, Dibrugarh University.
Guest of Honour : Sijt. Dhruba Hazarika,

Former Secretary, Govt. of Assam

Cultural Programme :
Chief Guest: Sjt. Dinesh Das, Artist.
Inaugurator : Sjt. Ravi Sarma, Artist & Alumnus
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23" September, Sunday, 2018

8.30am  Plantation of Trees :
Invitees : Sjt. Bibekananda Choudhury, Former Secretary, Govt. of Assam &
Alumnus; Sjt. Debajit Hazarika, DIG, CID, Govt. of Assam & Alumnus;
Sit. Hemkanta Talukdar, Conservator of Forest & Alumnus; Sjt. Pranay
Bardoloi, Managing Editor, Prag Channel & Alumnus; Sjt. Pranjit Saikia,
Executive Editor, Dy 365 and Alumnus.

9.30am  Quiz Competition

12.00noon Interactive Session with Students :
Speaker: Dr. Kumud Ch. Bhattacharyya,
Former Director, North Eastern Space Application Ceni
Shillong

1.30pm LUNCH

3.30pm  Closing Ceremony :

Chief Guest :
Sjt. Sarbananda Sonowal
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Assam.

Guest of Honour ;
Sit. Jitendra Nath Goswami, Chief Scientist, Chandrayan | & ||
Sit. Siddhartha Bhattacharyya, Hon'ble Minister of Education, Govt. of Assa
Sjt. Ramendra Narayan Kalita, MLA, West Guwahati L.A.C.
Sit. Samujjal Kr. Bhattacharyya, Chief Adviser, All Assam Students’ Union.

530 pm  Cultural Programme :
Chief Guest : Sjt. Pijush Hazarika, Hon'ble Minister of State (Health & Fami
Welfare Department ) & Alumnus.
Inaugurator : Sjt. Mahadev Deka, Mr. Univers & Alumnus.

" DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

ARYA VIDYAPEETH COLLEGE
Phone number- 0361 2474065
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Lifestyle &
banking, dono.

@& # yonosbi.com

You Only Need One

Yono app can be download from Google Playstore for Android
Version 5.0 & above and iOS App Store for iPhone Version

iOS 8.0 & above
Yono can also accessed in tablet, desktop, notebook and

mobile phones through web browser at www.yono.com

With Yono, you can-__‘_' |

» Transfer funds

» Open and Close Fixed Deposits

» Analyse your spending pattern

» Do goal based savings-My dreams

» Pay Bills

» Avail personal loan without any documentation
» Access SBI Life Insurance

» Access SBi cards

» Access Demat account and trade online
» Access SBI Mutual funds

» Shop online and get discount

You can also open Digital Bank Account and Digital Insta Account
through Yono only Providing your addhar number and PAN number

DOWNLOAD NOW

VoUOnty Sl One | Shopping | Investments
Lifestyle & o J.
y il yono | Banking Tickets

banking, dono.
° By €2 SBI | Food | More..




